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I will pray with the Spirit, ande 
I will pray with the Underſtanding 
alſo, 1 Cor. xiv. 15. 
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HER HIGHNESS 


Princeſs ANNE. 


Reflect upon it, as 
one of the greateſt ä 
=: Inſtances of Happi- 
op neſs, that YOUR 
HIGHNESS gave me Leave 
to ny this Practical Diſcourſe 
A 2 1poir 


5 DEDICATION. 


upon Private Prayer at YOUR 
Feet: Being very well aſſur'd, 
that the Directions it contains, 
are no more than a Copy of 


YOUR daily Practice. My 
great Affection to the Illuſtrious 
Houſe f HANOVER, and 
thoſe early Marks of Piety and 
Religion, which YOUR 
HIGHNESS, even at theſe 


Years have ſhewn to the World, 


put it out of my Power to chuſe 
another Patron. YOU R Vir- 
tue and Goodneſs, which are 
not only the Effect of Inſtru- 


ction and Education, but of 
Judgment and Choice, are a 


noble 


* 
— — 2 | 


DEDICATION. in 
noble Addition to YOUR Illu- 
ſtrious Birth: And, as YOUR 
HIGHNESS has fo early 
begun to ſet ſo bright an Ex- 
ample; ſo, we have juſt 
Grounds to build our Hopes 
upon, that it will ſhine forth 
with a double Luſtre, as 10 U 
advance in Years; and prove 
an eminent Means to reform the 
Vices and Corruptions of a de- 
generate Age. 


I have the greater Reaſon to 
look for this happy Event, 
when I conſider, that the Wiſ⸗ 
dom of his SACRED MA- 


A3  JESTS 


iv DEDICATION. 

JES T V, bas committed the 
Care of YOUR H IG H- 
NE SSE Education to the 
Counteſs of PORT L A ND. 
A Lady of ſo much Prudence, 
Piety, and Religion, and in 
whom ſo many good Qualities 
unite: That as all I can ſay 
muſt fall ſhort of what ſhe de- 
ſerves; ſo ſhould the greateſt 
Genius attempt a Deſcription of 
her Vertues ; the high Degree 
in which ſhe poſſeſſes them, puts 
it out of the Power of Flattery. 
And YOUR HIGHNESS 
is peculiarly happy in this Cir- ; 
cumſtance, that YOUR beſt 


Friends 


OG - 
of 


"—_ i G aud A id 
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DEDICATION. v 
Friends cannot wiſh Y O U un- 
der the Eye of any one, who 1s 
better qualified with Integrity 
and Ability to diſcharge ſo ho- 


nourable a Station, than the 
Counteſs of PORTLAND. 


That Almighty God may per- 
fect that Good Work, which 
he has begun in YOUR 
HIGHNESS, that' he may 
continue Y O U to be the 
Honour and Ornament of theſe 
Nations, and (beſtow. the Blet- 
ſings both of Heaven and Earth 
a eu. 2 as it u the. 

A4 Duty, 


vi DEDICATION. 
Duty, ſo it is the hearty and 
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| | M a DAN, 
1 TOUR HIG HNESSES 
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| | Moft Obedient, 
Mof Dutiful , 


AND 


moſt Humble Servant, 


JoHN FISHER. 
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PREFACE. 


MONG the ſundry 
Duties of the Chriſtian 
Religion, there is none 
we ought earlier and 
better to be in ſtructed in, than 
this of Prayer. F we begin, not 
only to learn what 3s the Import 
and Extent of the Duty, in our 
greener Tears; but to put it in 

Practice, and to be frequent in 
Devotion, it is not very probable, 
| iv + when 


i) The PREFACE. 

when Age advances, that we ſhall 
forget to exerciſe our ſelves in it. 
Train up a Child in the Way 
he ſheuld go, and when he 1s 
Old he will not depart from it. 
And upon the ſame Account it is, 
that the Wiſe Man in another 
Place adviſes us, Remember 
now thy Creator 1 in the Days of. 


thy Youth ; while the Evil 


Days come not, and the Years 
draw nigh, wherein thou ſhalt 
ſay, I have no Pleaſure in 
them, 

It is undoubtedly a very great 
Happineſs, not only to be in. 


ſtructed in the general Frinciples 


upon which the Truth and Cer- 
tainty of the Chriſtian Religion de- 
pends ; but likewiſe in the right 
Method how to pracliſe its parti 


enlar Duties. And this is a Part 
| = : of 


The PREFACE. ij 
of Knowledge, which makes the 


| greateſt Impreſſuons upon Touth. 


It's moſt proper to enter upon 4 


good Cour ſe of living at that Age; 


ha 


1 
©, 


to ſet forward in the right Way : 


-Becauſe, the good or bad Succeſs 


of our future Life, depends, in a 
great Meaſure, upon thoſe Frinci- 
ples we are ſeaſon d with in our 
younger Days. | 15 

Beſides, a good Foundation laid 
in the Dodtrines of Chriſtianity, 
gives it the Advantage of Prepoſ- 
ſeſſion ; it will flick by us, and 
not eaſily be ſupplanted or ſhook 
by every Wind of Doctrine. 
Whatever Principles we are early 


tindtur d with, do generally re- 


main through the whole Series of 


Life; nay, though they have the 


Misfortune to be contrary. to com- 
mon Senſe and Reaſon ;.. yet ha- 
104 ving 


3 


iv The PREFACE. | 
wing ſuc Fd them in, as it were, It 
with our Milk, we are too apt to | the 
maintain them to the End of our 4 Ot 
Days. : | 
How neceſſary-i is it then to in- en 
ſtruct Youth in the Duty of ry 
Prayer ? And to ſeaſon them well al 
in the Neceſſi zty of a devout Life? a 
Where Prayer is rightly perform'd, as 
= _— of it are very at 
Ir procures Forgiveneſs of Ir 
des, Relief in Neceſſities; and p. 
mekes us Fartakers of the Bleſ- 1 
ſings both of Heaven and Earth. l. 
Though this be an Opinion in- 
to which all Men reſolve then f 
ſelver, I know not how it comes G 
to paſs, that the Generalit 
Chriſtians, have either a 5: 
Auer ſion to the Performance of | 
this Duty, or are guilty of 2 
_— Neglect in this Point. 
It's 


re, 
10 
owr | 


The PREFACE. v 


It's a difficult Matter to perſuade 
them to pray at all ; they take all 


Opportunities to avoid Dewotion, 


or are careleſs and indifferent when 


in- 


| engag'd in it As if P rayer car- 


' ry'd. ſomething very diſagreeable 


along with it, and were too heavy 
a Burden for us to bear. Where- 


| as if we conſidered Things well, 


and knew perfecily wherein our 


Intereſt con ſiſted; there is no Em- 


ployment in the World has fo ma- 
ny Motives and Arguments to al- 
' lure us to the Ferformance of it. 


To warm the Cold and Indif- 


ems | ferent, and to in firuct the Igno- 


mes | 
ong | 
of | 


It 


rant and Unlearned in the right 


Exerciſe of this Duty, is the In- 
tention of this Diſcourſe. And 
that I may execute my Deſign 


with greater Advantage to both 
ſert of Readers, 1 ſhall not only 


he 


vi The PREFACE. } 
be as ſhort, as the Nature of ſo |, 
dhe a Subje&t will * £ q Fr 
Leave, but endeavour to expreſs fri 
my ſelf in the moſt plain and in- pr 
telligible Manner I am able. fen 
I have con ſin d this Diſcourſe w. 
to Private Frayer ; not meddling at pt 
all with the publick Exerciſe of Se 
Devotion. By the Rubricks and te 
Canons of our Church, we are ©] 
ſufficiently inſtructed how to per- 
form this aright ; and through the ft 
Mercies of God, and the Happi- 7. 
neſs of our Conſtitution, there are 4 
Opportunities enough in every | ſt 
Man', Power, frequently to call tt: 
upon God, in the more publick | 4. 
and ſolemn Acts of Religion. 
[ Our Church Doors are very often 8 
open; and, if we do not join with f 
the Aſſembly of the Faithful, it f 
| 4 


is our own Fault. 
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Beſides 


I be PREFACE. vij 
He ſides this publicł Exerciſe 
bac our Saviour's Command is, 
|frequentl to be upon our Knees in 
Private. When thou prayeſt, 
enter into thy Chamber, and 
when thou haſt ſhut thy Door, 
pray to thy Father which is in 
Secret, and thy Father which 
feeth in Secret, ſhall reward thee 
' openly, Matth. . 
I uu. 4s a Part of every Chri- 
ſtian e Duty, to which he muſt 
| frequently apply himſelf; becauſe 
' he's able to perform ſeveral In- 
| | ſtances of Devotion in Secret, for 


| the Exerciſe of which he has not 


| an Opportuaiiy in Publick. He 


| may more particularly confeſs his 


Sine, addreſs himſelf to God for 
Relief of his private Wants, and 


extend his thankful Heart to the 
5 | / ingular Inflances of God's Mercy. 


Theſ, 2 


vüz The PREFACE. 


The ſe indeed are great Adwan | 
tages, and I might in ſi Ji upon 
many more, were I not unwilling 
to lengthen out the Diſcourſe be- 


hond the Limits which I at fir ſt 


propoſed. But if the Duty were 
deſtitute of all theſe Advantages, 
it is a ſufficient Inducement to 
the Exerciſe of it, that if we 
pray in Secret, our Father, | 
which ſeeth in Secret, will re. 
ward us openly. 


her, 
II 6. 


PRAcxTIcAL DiscouRse 


UPON 


Privalc Prayer. 


— 


C HAP. 
of the Obje of Prayer ; and the 


i; 


Qualifications required in the 


Ferſon that Prays. 


FEES NDER the Notion of 


Prayer, I not only com- 
prehend the Petition 
of Things uſe!ul or 
WS: needful, the Deſire to 


be one's or deliver d 
But Conſeſſion of 


{from any Evil: 


B 


Sins, 


2 - A Fraclical Diſcourſe 


Sins, Interceſſion for others, and 
Thankſgivings for Mercies receivd; 
and, in diſcourſing upon it, I ſhall 
conſider the Object, the Qualificati- 
ons, and the Motives to the Duty. 


I. The Object of Prayer is God 
only ; Worſhip being due to nothing 
but himſelf. The Reaſon of which is 
very obvious, becauſe 


1. He only knows our Wants and 
Neceſlities, and is acquainted with all 
our Actions. His Eyes are upon the 


Ways of Man, and he ſeeth all his 


Goings. Job 34. 21. When we enter 
Into our Cloſets, and ſhut the Doors, 
our Father ſeeth in Secret, Matth. 6. 


This is a Prerogative which belongs 
to God only, and to which the Crea- 


tures can lay no Claim. Who can 
know. the Heart of Man? Jerem. 17. 


10. I the Lord ſearch the Heart, 
and try the Reins : As if he had faid, 
this is a Privilege which belongs to 
me alone. 


2. Hes 


upon Private Prayer. 3 


2. He's of infinite Power to relieve 
our Wants. He as all Things ac- 
cording to his good Pleaſure, and ac- 
cording to the Counſel of his Will. 
He is mighty in Strength ; excellent in 
Power; who is like unto him? The 
Lord Fehovah is everlaſting Strength. 
And St. Paul in the very Caſe of 
Prayer tells us, he is able to do ex- 
ceedingly abundantly above all that 
we can aſk or think. Eph. 3. 20. 

3. As he knows our Neceſſities, 
and is able to relieve them; ſo he is 
readily diſpoſed to anſwer our Defires. 
His infinite Goodneſs and Beneficence 


- to the Sons of Men, inclines him to 


receive their Prayers, and to grant 
their Petitions. What innumerable 
Inſtances of this Goodneſs does every 
Day bring forth? Does he not pre- 
ſerve us from Dangers, ſecure us 


from our Enemies, kindle in our 


Souls holy Deſires, and good Reſolu- 
lutions, and perpetually ſupport and 
provide for us by his Providence ? 
To whom then can we addreſs our 
Prayers, but to a God of ſuch infinite 
B 2 Per- 
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A A Practical Diſcourſe. 


Perfections; who is acquainted with 


our Neceſlities, is able to ſave them. ' 


to the utmoſt who come unto him, and 
is ready to grant our Petitions, when 
we call upon him in Faith? Well 
therefore might David conclude, 
Thou that heareſt the Prayer, unto 


thee ſhall all Fleſh come. 


II. Prayer then is to be ſent up to 
God only; and if we deſire our De- 
votions to ſucceed, we muſt take 
Care rightly to qualify our ſelves: 
To enable us to do which, I ſhall 
conſider, 

1. What thoſe Conditions are, 
which are required in every Perſon 
that Prays, the want of which either 
makes the Prayer prove ineffectual, 


or turns it into Sin. : 


2. What are the Qualifications of 
the Prayers themſelves. 

1. What thoſe Conditions are, which 
are required in every Perſon that 
prays, the want of which either 
makes the Prayer prove ineffectual, 
or turns it into Sin. 


1. That 


— — — 
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upon Private Prayer, 5 
1. That he lead a good and holy 


Life, that he walk uprightly in the 
Fear of God. If we are Sinners, and re- 
ſolve to continue ſuch, we ſhould do as 
well not to pray at all. John 9. 31. 
Note we know that God heareth not 
Sinners, but if any Man be a Mor- 

ſbipper of God, and doth his Will, 
him he heareth. James 5. 16. The 
eſfectual fervent Prayer of a Righ- 


teous Man availeth much. Without 


real Goodneſs we can expect no be- 
: -- neficial Effects from our Prayers; 
they will either return empty, or 


with a Vengeance upon our Heads. 

Whoever therefore would fo pray, 
as to have his Petitions anſwered, 
muſt cleanſe himſelf from all Filthi- 


| neſs of Fleſh and Spirit, perfe@ing 


Holineſs in the Fear of the Lord; be- 


cauſe Sin. hinders the Aflent of our 


Prayers to Heaven. JF I regard 
Iniquity in my Heart, ſays David, 
Pſalm 66. 18. the Lord will not hear 
me. And if we determine to conti- 


nue our wicked Lives, we ſhall find 


the ſame Succeſs. 
B 3 Every 
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Every Sin ſets us at open War with 
God, and joins us with the Enemies 
of our Spiritual Warfare ; and there 
is no way to make Peace, but by re- 


turning to our Duty. We rebel a- 
gainſt God, when we break his Com- 
mandments; and ſo long as we con- 
tinue in this State, our very Prayers 
are Sinful. Would a Prince grant a 
Favour to an open Rebel? What 
Hopes can we conceive then, that 
we ſhall be heard by the Almighty, 
till we have made our Peace by Picty, 
und Goodneſs. 

2. He that prays muſt be in Cha- 
rity with his Neighbour, muſt /ift up 
Holy Hands without Wrath. If our 
Brother has offended us, we muſt re- 
ceive him to Favour; and forgive the 
Injuries he has done, if we expect to 
be forgiven. If ye forgive Men their 
Treſpaſſes, your Heavenly Father will 
alſo forgive you. But, if ye forgive 
not Men their Treſpaſſes, neither will 


your Father forgive your Treſpaſſes. 


Matth. 6. 14, 15. And our Saviour 
commands us to pray, Forgive us our 


Treſ- 


upon Private Prayer. * 


Fre ſpaſſes, as we forgive them that 


treſpaſs againſt us. 


But if it ſeem an hard Condition to 


forgive our Brother, conſider how 
much greater Provocations the beſt 
Men daily offer to God, and in how 


much greater Need we ſtand of Par- 
don from him. We are injur d by 
our Equals; but we, who are Duſt 
and Aſhes, affront that God, who: 


created and redeemed us, and crowns- 


us every Day with his Bounty and 
Mercies. How vaſt is the Diſproportion 
between our Brother, and our God? 
And can we deſire Forgiveneſs from 
one, when we are unwilling to for- 
give the other? Unleſs we pardon: 
our Brother's Offences, our Prayers 
are ſinful, becauſe we do not pray in 
Charity. 

3. We muſt ask in Faith ; without 
doubt of Succeſs, or Diſtruſt of the 
Promiſes of God. We ſhould ap- 
proach our Heavenly Father, with as- 
great, if not greater, Aſſurance than 
Children go to their earthly Parents. 
Our Saviour inſiſts upon this Condi- 

. B 4 tion, 
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tion, Mark 11. 24. What Things 
ſoever ye defire when ye £9; believe 


that ye recerve them, and ye ſball have 


them. James 1. 5, 6, 7. 7 any of 
0 


pou lack Wiſdom, let him as God, 
that giveth to all Men liberally, and 
upbraideth not; and it ſhall be given 
him. But let him ask in Faith, no- 
thing wavering : For he that waver- 
eth is like a Wave of the Sea, driven 
by the Wind, and toſſed. For let not 
that Man think, that he ſhall receive 
any Thing of the Lord. And IT will 
deliver him, ſays God in the Prophet, 
becauſe he hath put his Truſt in me. 
Such are the Promiſes of God 
concerning Faith in Prayer, all whoſe 
Promiſes are Tea, and Amen. His 
Counſels are immutable, and, like him- 
ſelf, without Variation or Shadow of 
Turning. Men may break their Pro- 
miſes, and be worſe than their Word : 
But God is not a Man that he ſhould 
lie, neither the Son of Man, that he 


ſhould repent : Hath he ſaid, and 


ſhall he not do it? Or hath he ſpoken, 
and ſhall he not make it good. Numb. 
23. 19. 3 4. He 
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4. He that prays muſt be attentive 
to what he is about, ; and not think 
to engage God to hear him, when he 
neither hears nor minds what he 1s 
doing himſelf. Nothing ſo much 
hinders an aitentive Devotion, as to 
be perplexed, like Martha, about 
many Things, and to leave the one 
Thing needful to take Care of it felt. 
The Pleaſures and Employments of 
this Life ought to be excluded from 
our Prayers, or they will break off 
our Intercourſe and Converſation with 
God. 'To him only ſhould our Hearts 
and Affections be directed, and as 
little Liberty, as is poſſible, be allow- 
ed to our wandring Thoughts. And 
tho tis difficult to keep the Mind 
long Intent upon fo glorious an Ob- 
ject; the Neglect admits of no other 
Excuſe, but an hearty Sorrow for the 
Fault, and an earneſt Endeavour, by 
greater Attention, to prevent it for the 
Future. 

As a Means to keep our Thoughts 
from wandring while we pray to 
God, it will not be immaterial to 
conſider, B 5 1. That 


r 8 
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1. That he is acquainted with eve- 
ry Thing we do, that we are always 
in his Preſence, and when we enter 
our Cloſets and ſhut the Doors, our © 
Father ſceth in ſecret. This Conſft- 
deration ought to awaken our Atten- 
tion , and deter us from uſing too 
great a Liberty with the Searcher of le 
Hearts. We bear a great Deference 
to the Preſence of our Superiors : We Y 


act with great Reſtraint, when we tl 


are immediately under the Eye of | 
our Prince: And will not the Pre- VV 
ſence of that great God, from whom d 
no Darkneſs nor Shadow of Death can b 
hide the Workers of Iniquity, produce ) 
in us the ſame Reverence and Regard2 © 
Did Men live under this Apprehenſi- 
tentive to their Prayers, and not af- 1 , 
front God to his Face. 3 
2. Conſider that for this Diſregard | 
ſhewn to his immediate Preſence, our 


Judge will call us to a ſevere Account 


at the laſt Day. Then not only the 

Matter of our Duties will be examined, | 

but the Manner herein we perform'd | 
them. | 
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them. Then all the Secrets of our 
Hearts will be diſclos d, and every 
Thought, Action, and Intention ſhall 
appear in its proper Colours. And 
God only knows how ſuddainly it 
may come upon us: For it will come 
like a Thief in the Night, when we 
leaſt expected, leaſt look'd for it. 

Endeavour therefore fo to awaken : 
your Souls by this Conſideration , . 
that the Sin of Inattentiveneis may 
not be laid to your Charge. And 
when you find your Thoughts wan- 
dring from the Duty, they ought to 
be intent upon, ask your ſelves, what 
you can ſay in Defence of this Pra- 
dice, when you are ſummon'd to 
appear before the great Tribunal ? 
Watch therefore, and pray with Sin- 
cerity and Attention, for ye do not 
know the Day nor the Hour when the 
Son of Man cometh. 

5. He that prays muſt do it with 
Fervency ; with Zeal and Ardor : 
Not with Noiſe and Clamour, but 
with an affectionate Warmth of Spi- 
rit. Such an Holy Zeal has a migh- 


ty 
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ty Power to make our Devotions pre 
valent with God. The effeFual fer- 
vent Prayer of a Righteous Man 
availeth much, to draw down the 
Bleſſings of Heaven upon himſelf and 
others. The greater Earneſtneſs we 
expreſs in Prayer, the quicker and 
larger Returns ſhall we receive from 


the Father of Lights, who is the 


Grver of every good and perfect Gift. 

He Rs "4 cold and 1 
his Prayers, never ſeriouſly conſi- 
der d the Conſequence of what he is 
about. He is unmindful of the End 


of his Devotion, which is either to 
deprecate God's Judgments ,. or to 


beg his Bleſſings. Do we really be- 
lieve he will grant our Requeſts, when 
we offer up our Petitions with fo 


much Lukewarmneſs and Indifleren- - 


cy ? Do we think ſuch yawning De- 
votions will carry us to Heaven? Or 


do ve propoſe to obtain Remiſſion of 
Sins, by repeating a few Prayers, in 


which our Affections are not con- 
cem d Willa Prayer of Indifferency 
deliver us from the Terrors of the 

Wicked : 
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Wicked: Or do we expect to be ſe- 
cur d from future Puniſhments by 
idle Devotions? Let us not entertain 
ſuch weak Opinions of God, but 
correct an Error which defeats all our 
Wiſhes: Be earneſt and zealous in 
Prayer, that God may crown our 
Delis with. the Bleſſings we pray 
2 | 
L 6. Continue and perſevere in Prayer 
till God give a gracious Anſwer. 
Tis not enough to pray now and 
then, to be affected ſometimes with 
an hot Fit of Devotion ; but. our Re- 
queſts muſt be repeated and continued, 
till we find Relief. Thoſe Favours 
he would not grant upon. other 
Terms, God will yield to our Conti- 
nuance in- Prayer. The Parable of 
the unjuſt Judge is intended to work 
this Belief and Periuaſion in us, which 
was ſpoke Luke 18. 1. to this End, 
that Men ought always to pray, and 
not to faint. The unjuſt Judge is 
there introduc d as. yielding barely to 
the Importunity. of the Widow's 
Prayer, And ſhall, not God avengę 
| Bis 
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his own Elec, which cry Day and 
Night to him, tho he bear long with | 
them? I tell you, that he will avenge | 


them ſpeedily. 


The Scriptures frequently .infiſt. 


upon this Duty of Continuance in 
it in Terms of a 


Prayer, and expreſs 
very large Extent. Eph.6. 18. Pray- 


ing always. 1 Theſ. 5. 17. Pray 


without ceaſing. 

The Meaning of theſe Words can- 
not extend to ſo great a Latitude, as 
to imply, that we are to do nothing 
but pray: Becauſe , the Practice, in 
this Notion, is not only impoſſible ; 
the neceſſary Affairs of Life requiring 
fome Attendance ; but is inconſiſtent 
with other Duties we owe to God, 
ſuch as reading the Scripture, Medi- 
tation, improving in ſpiritual Know- 
ledge, &c. And therefore they muſt 
be underſtood in ſuch a qualified 
Senſe, as may be conſiſtent with theſe 
Two Particulars. 

1. Then to pray always, or to pray 
without ceaſmg, may import a Readi- 
neſs to lay hold on all Opportunities 


— ta. As: — 


of - 


K © - . 


of Prayer. 
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When we find our ſelves 
well diſpos d and inclin'd to the Per- 
formance of the Duty, our Buſineſs 
is not to let our Inclinations cool, but 
to embrace the Opportunity. Some 
particular Circumſtances powerfully 
perſuade us to proſtrate our ſelves be- 
fore God ; ſuch as the Aſſault of any 
Temptation, Afflictions, Calamities, 
c. Such Occaſions are forcible 
Motives, to come boldly unto the 


Throne of Grace, that we may obtain 


Mercy, and find Grace to help in Time 
of Need, Heb. 4. 16. 

2. They may imply, That we 
ought to ſet aſide certain Portions of 
Time, for the Practice of Devotion, 
and keep our ſelves regularly to the 
ſtated Seaſons. Where ſuch a Reſo- 
lution 1s not taken up, Experience 
teaches, how apt we are to omit our 
Prayers; and how eaſily either Buſi- 
neſs or Pleaſure breaks in upon them. 

An exact Meaſure cannot be ſet to 
all Perſons, as to the Time to be em- 
ploy d in Devotion: All Men's Oc- 


caſions and Noceſſities are not the 
ſame; 


—— — — 
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fame ; and therefore this is a Matter, 


wherein Prudence muſt determine, 


according to the Buſineſs and Em- 
ployments of every one. Where 
there is great Leiſure, and great Op- 
portunities, more frequent Returns of 
Prayer will be required; where leſs, 
fewer. Of every one ſhall. be de- 
manded according to the Number of 
his Talents. For unto whomſoever 
much is given, of him ſhall be much 
required: And to whom Men have 
committed much, of him they will ask 
the more, Luke 12. 48. 

Twice a Day is the leaſt we can 
propoſe. At Evening and Morning I 
will praiſe thee , ſays the Pſalmiſt. 
And Pſalm 55.17. Evening and Morn- 
ing, and at Noon will I pray and cry 
aloud ; and he 
Ts reaſonable to beg God's Bleſſing 
every Morning; to deſire him to de- 
fend us againſt, the Dangers and Cala- 
Mities of the enſuing Day, to remove 
from us Temptations and Sin, and to 
direct and guide us in the Purſuit of 
our honeſt Undertakings. 


— — — Ms et —— tm 


ſhall hear my. Voice. 


At Night 
Our: 
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our Thanks are due for his watchful 


Providence: When we lye down to 


7 ſleep, we ſhould reſign our ſelves into 
his Hands, who only doth never ſlum- 
ber or ſleep ; humbly beſeeching him, 
to guard us from all Dangers of the 
; enſuing Night; and that he would 
: reſtore us from that State, which ſo 
nearly reſembles Death, in Health and 
Safety. 


So likewiſe at Noon, we ſhould 
not forſake God that made us, nor 
lightly eſteem the Rock of our Salvati- 
on; but intreat him to continue his 
Protection the Reſidue of the Day. 
This was the Practice of Daniel 6. 10. 
who kneeled upon his Knees Three 
Times a Day, and prayed, and gave 
Thanks before his God. 

Tis certainly very neceſſary to pre- 
{cribe theſe ſet Times of Return to 
our Prayers. In Propriety of Spcech 
leſs than this cannot be call d praying 
always, or praying without ceaſing : 
And, where we take the Honour of 


God, and the Salvation of our own 
Souls into ſerious Conſideration, we 


ſhall 
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ſhall extend the Duty much farther. 
Our Hearts would then be intent up- 


on it, and we ſhould with great 
Warmth and Sincerity take up David's 
Reſolution: My Mouth ſhall praiſe 
thee with joyful Lips, when I remem- © 
ber thee on my Bed, and meditate on 


thee, in the Night Watches, Pſalm 


63. 5, 6. I prevented the Dawning of | 


the Morning , and cried: Mine Eyes 
prevent the Night Watches, that I may 
meditate on thy Word, 119. 147, 148. 
Seven Times a Day will T praiſe thee, 
becauſe of thy righteous Fudgments, 
verl. 164. 

3. Praying without ceaſmg , un- 
doubtedly implies a Frequency in De- 
votion; for to do conſtantly, can ne- 
ver imply, to do ſeldom. If then we 
deſign to come up to the Apoſtle's 
Precept, our Prayers muſt be frequent ; 
and leſs than Three Times a Day, can- 
not well fall under this Notion. 

Try but this Method, and then be 
convinc'd, that God is not ſlack, as 
Some Men count Slackneſs ; but, what- 
ever we ask with theſe nn, 

e 


ad 
i 
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he will ſurely grant. Our Prayers 
will pierce the Heaven of Heavens, 
and return with Bleſſings both Spiri- 
tual and Temporal. Ask, and it ſhall 
be given you; ſeek, and ye ſhall find; 
knock, and it ſhall be opened unto you. 
For every one that asketh, receiveth; 


And he that ſeeketh, findeth; and to 
him that knocketh it ſhall be opened. 


Matt. 7. 7, 8. If ye then being evil, 
know hom to give good Gifts unto your 
Children, how much more ſhall your 
Father, which is ig Heaven, give good 
Things to them that ask him? 

Perhaps the Return of Prayer may 
not always anſwer our Expectations ; 
even after we imagine we have done 
our beſt. Whenever they thus fall 
ſhort, T doubt not, but upon a due 
Examination, it will appear, that God 
withholds his Hand, for theſe, or 
{ome other ſuch like Reaſons. 

1. We do not take in all thoſe ne- 
ceſſary Qualifications which are re- 
quired in Prayer. We are either 
cold, or indifferent, or do not ask in 
Faith. And then it cannot be ſup- 
We t4 7 pos d 
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pos d God ſhould grant our Deſires, 


when we do not ask according to his | 


Will. 


2. We are not always prepar d by 
Submiſſion and Obedience, Purity 
and Holineſs of Lite, to recerve thoſe | 
_ Bleſſings we ask for. Some Sin un- 
qualifies us for his Mercy, and he 
will not hear us till we repent of 


It. 


3. Out of the Abundance of his 


Mercy and Kindneſs to the Sons of 


Men, God otten ces our Petitions. 
We ask what wo 


wiſh for. 


Is not God then very good and 


gracious not to grant our Requeſts? 


Would a kind Father, though the 
Child were very importunate, give 
him what would turn to his Preju- 
dice? Are we not all the Children off 


God, and does he nat deal with us 
as ſuch 2 What an Inſtance is it then 
of his tender Mercy, that he does not 

yield 


turn to our Dif- 
advantage; the fulfilling our Deſires 
would ruin us, and we thould be un- 
done by the Enjoyment of what we * 
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yield to our Deſires, when he knows 


they would. be prejudicial either to 
Body or Soul 2 And upon ſuch Occa- 


? ſions Elis Confeſſion very well be- 
comes us, It is the Lord; let him ds 
hat ſeemeth him good. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 


Qualifications required in the | 


Prayer it ſelf. Motives to it. 


III. I Come now to enquire into | 


thoſe Qualifications and Con- 
ditions of the Prayers themſelves , 
which are requiſite to make them 
heard. As theſe may be inſtrumental 


to the Succeſs of our Devotions, ſo 
they may likewiſe prove an Hin- 


drance. Te aſk, and receive not, be- 
cauſe ye aſk amiſs. James 4. 3. Ye 


deſire ſuch Things as are either im- 


proper for God to grant, or you to 
receive. Therefore that we may not 
aſk amiſs, we ought to reſtrain our 
Petitions to ſuch Things as are agree- 
able to the Will of God. And thoſe 


Things may be concluded to be a- 


agreeable 


e 
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greeable to his Will, which we are 


| poſitively commanded to ask for, or 


are not contrary to the general In- 
tention of Scripture : If we keep our 


? ſelves within theſe Bounds, our Pray- 
fidence that we have in him, that if 
we aſk any Thing according to his 
Pill, he heareth us. And if we know 


This is the Con- 


that he heareth us, whatever we aſk, 


we know that we have the Petitions 


that we deſired of him. 1 John 5. 


14, 15. 1 
As to the Qualifications therefore 
of our Prayers, we are directed, 


1. To pray for the Grace and Aſ- 


? ſiſtance of God's Holy Spirit, to ena- 
ble and teach us how to pray. This 
is a Matter of the higheſt Conſe- 
7 quence: Becauſe of our ſelves we are 
not able ſo much as to think a good 
Thought, but our Sufficiency is of 
God : The Spirit alſo helpeth our In- 


firmities ; for we know not what we 
ſhould pray for as we ought. The 
firſt Thing then that Reaſon directs 

I us 


24 A Fradlical Diſcourſe 


us to pray for, is the Aſſiſtance of the 
Holy Ghoſt to enable us to pray. 

2. We are oblig d to pray for what- 
ever we are bound in Duty to per- 
form. As the Love of God, and our 


Neighbour ; ſor Grace, Faith, Obe- 


dience, and all other Virtues of a 
Chriſtian Lite : And againſt every 
Thing we renounc d at our Baptiſm, 
and whatever the Religion of the 
Holy Jeſus obliges us to avoid. 

3. When we pray for the Things 


of this Life, beyond Food and Rai- 


ment, our Petitions muſt be offer'd 
up with great Modeſty and Reſigna- 


tion to the Will of God. They are 


not eſſential to a Chriſtian, he may 


perform, according to his Station, all | 


that is required without them; and 
through a Miſapplication of theſe ex- 
ternal Goods, they may prove very 
prejudicial to an Heir of Salvation. 
Nor is great Submiſſion only to be 
us d in Prayers which relate to this 
World, but they are to be ask d the 
laſt in Order. So our Saviour ſtates 
the Caſe. Take no Thought, ſaying, 


what 


wh 
Ari 


clot 
do 


Vet 


Ne 


P 
Rö, 
ſo 

ad 
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what ſhall we eat? or what ſhall we 


drink? or wherewithal ſhall we be 
cloathed ? For after all theſe Things 


venly Father knoweth that ye have 


Need of all theſe Things. But ſezk 


e firſt the Kingdom of God, and his 
Righteouſneſs, and all theſe Things, 
ſo far as they are neediul, ball be 
added to you. 
4. All Prayer is to be offered up 
to God, through the alone Mediation 
and Interceſlion of Jeſus Chriſt. This 
is the Direction of the Sacred Wr:- 
tings, which promiſe a gracious An- 
ſwer to ſuch Petitions. Fohn 14. 13, 
14. Whatſoever ye ſhall aſk in ny 


Name, that will I do; that the Fa- 


ther may be glorified in the Son, If 
ye ſhall aſk any Thing in my Name, I 
will do it. And Chap. 16. 23, 24. In 
that Day, when I have left the 
World, and am gone to my Father, 
ye ſhall aſk me nothing: Verily, verily 
I ſay unto you, whatſoever ye ſhall aſk 
the Father in my Name, he will give 
you. Hitherto ye have aſked no- 

| 0 thing 


— 


do the Gentiles ſeek ; for your Hea- , 


2 4 
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us to pray for, is the Aſſiſtance of the 


Holy Ghoſt to enable us to pray. 


2. We are obligd to pray tor what- 
ever we are bound in Duty to per- 
form. As the Love of God, and our 
Neighbour ; jor Grace, Faith, Obe 


wh 
Ari 
Iclo 
ido 


UC 


Ne 


dience, and all other Virtues of a ye 


Chriſtian Life: And againſt every 
Thing we renounc d at our Baptiſm, 


and whatever the Religion of the 


Holy 72ſus obliges us to avoid. 


3. When we pray for the Things | 


of this Lite, beyond Food and Rai- 
nent, our Petitions muſt be offer'd | 


up with great Modeſty and . 


tion to the Will of God. They are 
not eſſential to a Chriſtian, he may 


perform, according to his Station, all | 
that 1s required without them; and 
through a Miſapplication of theſe ex- | 
they may prove very 
Salvation. \ 
Nor is great Submiſſion only to be 
us d in Prayers which relate to this | 


ternal Goods, 
prejudicial to an Heir 0 


World, but they are to be ask d the 
laſt in Order. So our Saviour ſtates 


the Cale. 


what 


R7 
ſo 


ad 


tO 
an 


Take no Thought, ſaying, | 
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of the$what ſhall we eat? or what ſhall we 
. drink? or wherewithal ſhall we be 
what-f| cloathed 2 For after all theſe Things 
per- do the Gentiles ſeek : for your Hea- | 
1d our venly Father knoweth that ye have 
Obe Need of all theſe Things. But ſeek 
of a ye firſt the Kingdom of God, and his 
every Righteouſneſs, and all theſe Things, 
ptiſm, ſo far as they are ncediul, Wall be 
f the added to you. 

4. All Prayer is to be offered up 
'hings to God, through the alone Mediation 
| Rai-} and Interceſlion of Jeſus Chriſt. This 
gerd the Direction of the Sacred Wri- 
ſigna- tings, which promiſe a gracious An- 
y are ſwer to ſuch Petitions. Fohn 14. 13, 
may 14. Whatſoever ye ſhall aſk in my 
n, all Name, that will I do; that the Fa- 
and ther may be glorified in the Son, Tf 
ſe ex- ye ſball aſk any Thing in my Name, I 
very will do it. And Chap. 16. 23, 24. In 
ation. that Day, when I have left the 
to be World, and am gone to my Father, 
> this he ſball aſk me nothing: Verily, verily 
| the ¶ 1 ſay unto you, whatſoever ye ſhall aſk 
ſtates ¶ the Father in my Name, he will give 
ing, ¶ it you. Hitherto ye have aſked no- 
what C thing 
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thing in my Name ; aſk, and ye ſhall 


receive, that your Foy may be full. 

St. Paul alſo commands Chriſtians 
to pertorm all Acts of Religious Wor- 
ſhip in the Name of our Saviour. 
Whatſoever ye do in Word or Deed, 
do all in the Name of the Lord Je ſus, 
giving Thanks to God and the Father 
by him, Col. 3. 17. 

The Ground and Reaſon of which 
Command is founded upon this, that 
none but our bleſſed Saviour, who 
paid the Price of our Redemption 
with his own Blood, who died for 
our Sins, and roſe again for our Fu- 
ſlification, is able, by Virtue of his 
powerful Interceſſion, to obtain Re- 
miſſion of Sins, and to procure the 
Grace and Aſſiſtance of God's Holy 
Spirit, to ſtir up good Deſires, and 
to ſtrengthen us in doing good. 


There is one Mediator between God 


and Men, the Man Chriſt Feſus, who 

ave himſelf a Ranſom for all ; and 
L is able to ſave to the uttermoſt, all 
thoſe that come to God by him; ſeeing 
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he ever liveth to make Interceſſion 
for us. 

I procced now to the Motives to 
Prayer; and in ſpeaking to this Par- 
ticular, I ſhall ſhew ; 


1. Our Obligations to it from the 
Nature and Reaſon of the Thing. 

2. The Advantages we receive 
from it. 


I. Our Obligations to it from tlie 
Nature and Reaſon of the Thing. 

1. It is reaſonable to Worſhip God, 
who made and preſerves us, in whom 
we live, and move,” and have 'our 
Being. Can any Thing be more be- 
coming than the Performance of this 
Duty, or more undecent than the 
Neglect of it? The principal Part of 


Worſhip is Prayer ; wherein we ac- 


knowledge the Omniſcience, Wiſ⸗ 
dom, Power, and Goodneſs of God : 
And this is all we can return for the 

numberleſs Benefits we receive. 
Since then we can do no more, I 
am ſure we ought not to do leſs. 
£52: Where 
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Where we are unable to return Kind- 
neſſes, Reaſon directs us to own, and 
to be thankful for them; leſt our 
Benefactor ſhould conclude us infen- 
ſible of their Worth. And as God n 
has given us every Thing richly to 
enjoy, ſo we are bound in Duty to 
1 return him the Sacrifice of our 
[| Hearts, and to adore his Holy Name 
| for all his Mercies ; becauſe this is 
j the greateſt Offering we can preſent 
1 to him. 

| 2. Prayer is a Debt we-always owe 
17 to God, and the Reaſons and Obli- 
4 gations of it are Eternal. Did we re- 
F | ceive our daily Bread from any one, 
J what leſs could we do than conſtant- 
3 ly to Petition him to continue it: 
$ And does any Moment paſs without 
1 numberleſs Inſtances of the Bounty 
of God to us? His Angels watch 
q over us, he does not ſufſer us to be 
tempted above what we are able, he 
forgives our Sins, and faves us by his 
Grace. As theſe Bleſſings are the 
Effects of his cont nual Goodnels and 
3 Mercy; ſo the Obligations to Prayer 
> will 


LIFT 


— — 22 


wy @& iy = 


ay EIT ET Too” WR TY Co 


upon Private Prayer. 29 


will continue, as long as the Sun and 
Moon endureth. 


IT. As to the Advantages of it, it 
may be conſidered. 


1. As a moſt proper Means 
to prevail upon God, and a 
Condition neceſſary to obtain luis 


Bleſſings. If we comply with his 


Commands, he has promis d to an- 
{wer our Petitions; that he .] be 
nigh to all them that call upon him in 
Truth; that he will fulfil the Deſire 
of them that fear him; that be will 
bear their Cry, and will ſave them. 
Whatever God beſtows upon us, is 
purely the Effect of his Goodacts*ancl 
Bounty ; we have no Property at alb 
in his Gifts; nor do they any other- 
wiſe belong to us, than as they flow 
from his good Pleaſure. He may be- 
ſtow them upon what Conditions he 
pleaſes; but that his Commandments 
might not ſeem grievous, he requires 


no more than to aſk, and receive. 


And this Condition is ſo eaſy, and 
GC -3-.. attended 
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attended with ſo little Pain and Trou- 
ble, that, had we been put to our own 
Choice, I cannot fee what Terms we 
could have hit upon, which would 
have been more agrecable to Human 
Nature. For which Reaſon the Ad- 
vantage of Prayer mult be very great; 
becaute we are made Partakers of the 
Bleſſings both of Heaven and Earth, 
with the leaſt Pain and Trouble that 
we can deſire. 

2. Prayer is an effectual Means to 
preduce in us true and ſubſtantial Re- 
ligion, which is the greateſt Happi- 
neſs we can attain to. If ve come 
often into the Preſence of God, it is 
not to be doubted, but we ſhall keep 
ou? Hearts with all Diligence, take 
\ heed to our Ways, and fly from the 
very Appearance of Evil. Experience 
will teach us, how fearful we are to 
commit a Fault in their Sight, of 
whom we intend to beg a Favour ; 
and how ready we are to ask Pardon 
for our Offences. And if this Princi- 
ple can overawe us in leſs Affairs, 
what an uncontroulable Influence 
| ought 
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ought it to have, when it relates to 
God ? 

This is a Principle which is not 
only ſounded upon the Promiſe of 
God, but in the Nature of Things. 


No Duty of Chriſtianity being ſo ef- 


fectual to create a new Spirit within 
us, and to make us holy in all man- 
ner of Converſation, as a devout Con- 
tinuance in Religious Worſhip. It is 
1mpoſſible for a Man to be good, 
who lives in a conſtant Neglect of 
Prayer. Devotion is the Life of Re- 
ligion; tis the vital Flame which 
keeps it alive; without which, the 
outward Profeſſion of Piety, will nei- 
ther recommend us to God, nor be 
available to Salvation. Nay, though 
we are Religious now, yet as ſoon as 
we grow flack or negligent in De- 
votion, we ſhall quickly fall from our 
Integrity : The Powers of Religion 
will ſicken and grow faint ; and 
from the Time we break off all Inter- 
courſe with God by Prayer, we may 
look upon our ſelves as ſpiritually 
dead in Treſpaſſes and Sin. 

C 4 It's 
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It's neceſſary, to keep our Souls in 
the Way of Righteouſneſs, that we 
be fervent in Spirit, and frequent in 
Devotion. And this will bring us in- 
to ſuch a State, by ſtirring up holy 
Reſolutions, and virtuous Diſpoſiti- | 
ons, as to make us proper Objects of 
Gods Mercy, and meet to be Parta- 
kers of the Inheritance with the Saints | 
in Light. Till we are arrived at this 
Degree of Holineſs, we have no rea- 
ſonable Ground to hope for any ' 
Thing from him; becauſe theſe are 
the Qualifications of that Perſon, to 


whom God has promisd to lend a 
favourable Ear, when he calls upon 
him. So that Prayer is one of the 
greateſt Advantages we can enjoy ; 


becauſe it diſpoſes us to partake of } 


the Loving-Kindneſs , and Goodneſs 
of our Creator, and makes us to re- 
ſemble him in the Qualities of our 
Minds. 8 

3. Prayers have frequently prov d 
effectual to procure the good Things 
of this World. The Scriptures are 
very full of Inſtances of this Nature. 


By 


* 


„ „ nd I* 
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By Prayer Abraham healed Abimelech, 
and his Wife, and his Servants, Gen. 
20. 17. By Prayer Moſes quenched 
Fire, Numb. 11.2. The Prayers of 
Foſhua made the Sun ſtand ſtill ; and 
thoſe of Fehoſhaphast deſtroy'd a nu- 
merous Army. Eſther fav d her Peo- 
ple from Ruin by Prayer; and H2z2- 
kiah cut off the Aſſyrians by the fame 
Means. And what ſhall I {ay mor? ? 
For the Time would fuil me to tell of 
all the holy Men in Scripture, who 
thro Prayer as well as Faith ſnbduzd 
Kingdoms, wrought Rriphteouſueſs , 
obtained Promiſes, ſtapped the Mouths 
off Lions, quenched the Violence of 
Fire, eſcaped the Edge of the Sword, 
out of Weakneſs were made ſlrong, 
waxed valiant in Fight, turned to 
Flight the Armies of the Aliens. Heb. 

11. 32 33:34. | 
4. It is an extraordinary Privilege 
to come into the more immediate 
Preſence of God, and to have free 
Liberty to make all our Wants known 
to him. What Labour and Pains does 
it coſt, to be admitted into the Pre- 
Cs {ence 


34 A Fradtical Diſcourſe 


ſence of the Great > How much In- 
duſtry is us d to gain a Prince's Ear? 
Is not the Liberty infinitely greater, 
to preſent all Petitions to the King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords ? To 
whom all the Princes and Nations of 
the Earth are as a Drop of a Bucket, | 
and are counted as the ſmall Duſi of | 
a Balance. 

As it is an inconceivable Honour 
for poor Duſt and Aſhes, to be per- 
mitted to ſpeak to the infinite Majeſty 
of Heaven , and to converſe freely 
with God : So the more frequently 
we make uſe of this Freedom, the 
more acceptable ſhall we be to him. 
Did we but ſeriouſly lay this great 
Privilege to Heart, and reflect upon 
the Honour and Advantage it brings 
along with it, Exhortations to Prayer 
would be entirely needleſs; but, in- 
flamed with an holy Ardor, we ſhould 
cry out, with tlie Pſalmiſt, O come, 
let us worſhip and fall down, and 
kneel before the Lord our Maker, 
P ſalni 95. 6. 


= Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, As a further Perſuaſive to 
the Duty, Prayer is eaſy and delight- 
ful. It's agreeable to the Faculties of 
the Soul, and the beſt Reaſon of Man. 
No extraordinary Knowledge or Sa- 
gacity is required; no Sweat and 
Pains: The ignorant and unlearned, 
as well as the moſt feeble and weak, 
are able to perform it. Tt croſſes no 
natural Deſire, and interferes with no 
reaſonable Appetite. And it it is thus 
eaſy, as undoubtedly it is, uhy are 
we not more frequent in the Practice 
OT it? 

Beſides this, it yields vaſt Delight 
to thoſe who are exerciſed in it ; who 
have a true Apprehenſion of the in- 
finite Diſtance that is between them, 
and the Lord of all. It brings them 
to a Proſpect of the greateſt Good; a 
Good of a Spiritual Nature, which 1s 
moſt agreeable to the Soul of Man, 


It is a Sort of anticipating the Felici- 


ties of the next Life; where the princi- 
pal Ingredient of Happineſs will be, 
to ſee that God Face to Face, in whoſe 
Preſence is Fulneſs of Joy, and at 
mY whoſe 


=y 
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whoſe Right Hand are Pleaſures for 


EVErmore. a 


The Motives and Inducements to 
Prayer being ſo ſtrong ,. it ſeems. 


{range and mnaccountable , how the 


Generality of Men ſhould. fall into a | 
groſs and ſcandalous Neglect of this 


Duty. That Prayer is a Tribute juſt- 
ly duc to God, and that it is highly 
advantageous and beneficial to Man- 
kind, 1s an Opinion the moſt deſpe- 


rately Wicked ſeldom oppoſe ; and 


tho, by the Light of Conſcience, they 
aſſent to theſe Truths, yet they con- 


tinue as deficient in this Particular as 
cver. Some Things they advance to 


nalliate the Wickedneſs of their Pra- 
Rice, but urge nothing to defend it 
upon Reaſon and Principle. 


What is generally inſiſted upon, is 


the Want of Time, and Want of A- 
bility : But when theſe Pretences are 
thoroly examined , they will rather, 


diſcover our Averſeneſs to the Duty, 


than a Want of. either of theſe Parti- 
culars. 


Ii. Want 
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1. Want of Time. But this, I 
take to be a Caſe which can rarely 
happen, and a Circumſtance the moſt 
employ d can ſcarcely fall into. The 
very Slave has le:fure Intervals to lift 
up his Heart to God , and to call up- 


is on the Author of his Salvation. The 
Truth of the Matter is, we are not 


ſo ſtreightned for Time, as we pre- 
tend : We throw it away upon Plea- 
ſures, Folly, or Sins; and then en- 
deavour to excuſe our Neglect of. the 
Service of God, by a ſeeming Want 
of Leiſure and Opportunity. Who 
is it beſtows the precious Moments 
upon you ? Are they not the Gift of 


God: And does not he who gave the 


Whole, deſerve ſome Share to be 
ſpent in his Service? Our Time was 
given to promote his Glory, and the 
Salvation of our Souls; and can we 
not be prevail d upon, to ſpare a {mall 
Portion, from the Intereſt ot this 
World, to carry on ſuch excellent 
and worthy Deſigns? How juſtly may 
God take up the Prophet's Expoſtula- 
tion, Do ye thus requite the Lord, O 

fooliſh 


* | 
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Fooliſh People and unwiſe £ Deut. 
6 


4. 6. 
; How ſcandalouſly do we miſpend 
our Time, when we conſume it in 
hunting after Trifles, and forget the 
one Thing need ful? Is not Prayer our 
Concern, or, do we look upon it as a 


Concern, not worth looking after? 


Do we eſteem the Moments loſt, 
wherein we deprecate the Wrath of 
God, and implore his Mercy > What 
Affair is of ſo great Importance: 
To provide for the future Happineſs 
of our immortal Souls, is our main 
Intereſt , and the only Concern wor- 
thy our Notice : All other Employ- 
ments are trifling and inſignificant, 
and hardly deſerve the leaſt Part of 
our Notice and Care. 

Compare only the Concerns of this 
Life, with thoſe of the next, and then 
be convincd, what an infinite Diſ- 
proportion there is between them. 
Our Intereſts and Deſigns here are 
either very trifling , or of very ſhort 
Continuance ; thoſe of the next are 
ſubſtantial, and will laſt for ever. 1 0 

ct 
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let theſe little Affairs devour our 
whole Time, and to make no Prepa- 
ration for a future State, is Folly in 
Perfection. Did we value Things ac- 
cording to their Intrinſick Worth, 
; the whole World's not a ſufficient Re- 
compence, for the Loſs of a bleſſed 
g Eternity. So our Saviour ſtates the 
Caſe, Matt. 16. 26. What is a Man 
profited, if he ſhall gain the whole 
World, and loſe his own Soul? Or 
what ſhall a Man give in Exchange 

for his Soul? 

Want of Time, is no more, than a 
bare Pretence: We are negligent or 
idle We either mind none of theſe 
Things, or will not be at the Pains to 
work out our Salvation with Fear and 
Trembling. "Theſe are the real Cauſes 
of our Sloth and Inactivity, the 
others are only Shew and Outſide : 
And will never paſs with that great 
God, who is wo res the Thoughts 
and Intents of the Heart. Neither 
is there any Creature that is not ma- 
nifeſt in his Sight : But all Thing 
are naked and opened unto the 9 of 

im 


40 A Pradical Diſcourſe 
him with whom we have to do; and 
to whom, at the great and terrible 
Day of the Lord, we muſt give an 
Account of the Talents committed 
to. our Charge. 

But ſuppoſe Buſineſs did really in- 


terfere with our Duty to God; would 


not any Man of common Senſe pre- 
fer his Duty to God, to his Buſineſs: 
It's not only reaſonable , but actually 
our Duty, to neglect the Affairs of 


this World, when they ſtand in Com- 


petition with the Deſigns of Futurity. 


It's adviſable to loſe a conſiderable 


Advantage here, rather than riſque 
our Pretences to the Kingdom of 
Heaven. And whenever we forego 
our Prayers, for the Love of this 


World, we endanger our Souls, and 
undoubtedly hazard the Loſs of that, 


which in the Nature and Reaſon of 
Things, ought to be moſt dear and 
valuable to us. 


To neglect Prayers therefore out 
of a pretended Frugality of Time, is 
the moſt dangerous Cheat we can put 


upon our ſelves. Its loſt, its de- 


ſtroy d, 
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ſtroy d, it's turn d into Sin, if we do 
not allow a great Portion for the 
Service of God. For no Moments 
are tranſacted ſo advantagiauſly ; ſo 
much to the Glory of the Almighty, 
and the Intereſt of eternal Spirits, 
as thoſe which are ſpent in devout 
Exerciſes. 

2. Another Objection is Want of 
Ability; we pretend either not to 
know what to pray for, or to be 1g- 
norant of the Manner. I need ſay 
the leſs to this Point in Particular, 
becauſe this whole Diſcourſe, 1s Dire-. 
ctions of Information, in this Caſe. 
But ſuppoſing it were not: Can this 
Plea be admitted, where Men ſhew 
Sagacity enough in other Matters ? 
He that can tranſact the Affairs of 
this Life; may ſoon be inſtructed how 
to pray: And, if he neglects the 
Means, even his Tgnorance becomes 
criminal; becauſe it's moſt irrational 
to plead one Fault, for the Excuſe of 
another: 

Where Men are really deſirous of 


Relief in this Particular, the beſt 
Me- 
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Method that can be directed, is to 
be frequent in Prayer. Every one 1s 
ſenſible of his own Wants, and knows 
what will relieve them. But if we 
are not, The Spirit helpeth our Infir- 


mities, tho we know not what to 


pray for as we ought. Rom. 8. 26. 


CHAP. 
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| Of Confeſſion of Sins. To whom 
To be made. What 2 et 


tions mu Ji go along with it. 


Rules for Confe lion. Motives 
to Fractice. 


ONFESSION of Sins, is an 
Acknowledgment made to God 
that we have tranſgreſſed the Law ; 
joined with Shame and Sorrow, and a 
ſincere Purpoſe: and Reſolution of A- 

mendment for the future. 
In handling this Branch of Prayer, 

I ſhall conſider, 


I. Its Object. 
II. The Qualifications that muſt 
accompany it it. 


III. Lay 
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III. Lay down ſome Rules, to aſſiſt + 

As in the Performance of it. hi 
IV. Inſiſt upon ſome Motives tœqEnd 
engage us in the Practice of it. heſs 

' 0 | 

I. As to the Object, Confeſſion isour 
to be made to God only, h 
it d 
I. Becauſe he only has Power tolgf 
forgive Sins. To pardon Iniquity isſpec 
an incommunicable Attribute of thejSpj 
Divine Nature; which is evidently]des 
implyd in that Queſtion, Who can firſ 
forgive Sins, but God only s Lit 
Now the End of Confeſſion, being} an 
the Forgiveneſs of Sins, it is to beſ an 
directed only to him, who is inveſt-] De 
ed with this Power; which is God by 
alone. And if we make theſe peni- 
tent Acknowledgments to him, he has 
promis d to paſs by our Iniquities, 


and to remember our Tranſꝑreſſions] fi 
no more. F we confeſs our Sins, bell S 
is faithful and juſt to forgive us curl] g 
Sins, and to cleanſe us from all Un- a 


righteouſneſs. 1 John 1. 9. 1 
2. The 
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o aſſiſſ 2. The Reaſon and Nature of the 
ut. Thing declares the ſame. For the 
ves toEnd of Confeſſion being the Forgive- 
it. eſs of Sins; before we can lay Claim 

o ſo great a Bleſſing, it's neceſſary 
dur Lives be reformed and amended. 
hen we are unwilling to confeſs, as 
it demonſtrates we have no Intention 
ver toſof Amendment, ſo we cannot ex- 
aty is pect the Aſſiſtance of. God's Holy 
of the Spirit, without Which our beſt En- 
dentlyſdeavours will prove unſucceſsful. The 
20 can firſt Step therefore to Newneſs of 
Life, is to own we have done Amils, 
beingſand this will qualify us for the Grace 
to beſ and Favour of God; who takes no 
nveſt- Delight in the Death of a Sinner, 
3 God| but is willing and deſirous, that he 
peni- ſhould forſake his Ways, and be fa- 
he has] ved. e 
uities, 3. The Scriptures require Confeſ- 
ſions} ſion to be made only to God. My 
1s, bel Son, fays Joſhua, 7. 19. I pray thee 
is curl give Glory to the Lord God of Iſrael, 
Un- and make Confeſſion to him. Accord- 
ing to this Principle was the Practice 
of Holy Men, as may be ſeen in Ke, 
Ai. aſe 


ſſion is 


. The 


N 
- 
© % 
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Caſe of David, Pſalm 5 1. 4. Againſt 
thee only have I ſinned, and done this 
Evil in thy Sight. And the prodigal 
Son when he reſolves to return to his 
Father, Luke 15. 18. I will ariſe, 
ſays he, and go to my Father, and 
will ſay unto him, Father, I have ſin- 
ned againſt Heaven, and before 
thee. 

It is not ta be preſumed , that the 
Deſign of Confeſſion, is to inform 
God either in the Number, or Ag- 
gravations of our Sins. The Searcher 
of Hearts knows us better than we 
do our ſelves. But the Intention of 
it is, by giving us a View of the 
Baſeneſs and Malignity of our Crimes, 
to produce Shame and Sorrow ; and 
if we let theſe Circumſtances have 
their perfect Work, they will bring 
us to Repentance, not to be repented 


of 


II. The Qualifications that muſt 
accompany Confeſſion are, 

1. Shame. He that's not aſham'd 
of his Sins, will not eaſily be pre- 
% vaild 
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vail'd upon to repent of them : And, 
till he's convincd that he has diſ- 
oblig d his beſt Benefactor, his kind- 
eſt Friend, and abus d him with in- 
numerable Provocations , he will nei- 
ther be aſham'd, nor deſirous to re- 
form. When we once begin to bluſh 
at our Tranſgreſſions, the next Step 
1s 3 to forſake the Evil of 
our Ways. Thus the Caſe of Peni- 
tents is repreſented in the Scriptures. 
Daniel 9. 5, 7. We have ſinned, and 
have committed Iniquity 5 and have 
done wickedly, and have rebelled, even 
by departing from thy Precepts, and 
from thy Tudgments. O Lord, Righ- 
teouſneſs belongeth unto thee , but un- 
to us Confuſion of Faces. O my God, 
lays Ezra 9.6. I am aſhamed, and 
bluſh to lift up my Face to thee, my 
God: For our Intquities are increaſed 
over our Heads, and our Treſpaſs is 
grown up to the Heavens. So like- 
wiſe the Prophet Feremiah 3. 25. 
We lie down in our Shame, and our 
Confuſion covereth us For we have 


ſinned againſt the Lord our God, and 


have 


I 
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have not obeyed the Voice of the Lord. 
And the penitent Carriage of the 
Publican is thus deſcribd by our Sa- 
viour, Luke 18. 13. Standing afar off, 
he would not lift up ſo much as his 
Eyes to Heaven, but ſmote upon his 


Breaſt, ſaying, God be merciful to me | 


a Sinner. 


2. Another Ingredient of Confeſ- | 
ſion is Sorrow. I will declare mine | 


Iniquity , ſays the Pſalmiſt, 38. 18. 
I will be ſorry for my Sin. And no- 


thing can be more reaſonable, than to 
imitate this Example, it we conſider | 


that by our Sins, 
1. We have diſhonourd God. 
2. Have diſhonour d our ſelves. 


3. Brought our Souls into a deſpe- | 


rate Condition. | | 
1. Sin is the greateſt Diſhonour we 


can do to God. It's the moſt publick 
Affront can be offer d to his Majeſty ; | 
both as it breaks his Laws, and tram 
ples upon his Authority. Suppoſing 
we were really reſolv d to affront and 
diſgrace a Prince, what more effectu- 


al Methods could we take, than to 
break 


18. 


no- 


n to! 

ſider | 
2 Reaſon and Judgment of human Un- 
derſtanding. 
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break his Laws before his Face, and 


deſpiſe and ridicule his Authority: 
The Caſe ſtands thus between God 
and us, who is preſent in every Place, 
and ſees all our Actions: And there- 
fore by every Sin we commit, we do 
What in us lies, to draw off Men 
from the Reſpect and Honour which 
nfeſ- 


mine | 


is due to him. 

2. Sin is the greateſt Diſhonour and 
Indignity we can put upon our own 
Natures. 'To tranſgreſs the Laws of 
God, and his Will, is to act beneath 
our Character, and contrary to the 


Upon this Account, Sin is gene- 


| rally repreſented by thoſe Things 


which are moſt diſhonourable ; ſuch 
as a State of Servitude and Slavery. 
This indeed is the meaneſt Condition 
2 Man can be brought into; becauſe 
it debilitates and weakens the Powers 
and Faculties of his Soul, dcbauch 2; 
the Mind, and renders him inca- 
pable to do any Thing, towards re- 

trieving 
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trieving himſelf out of this miſerable 
Eſtate. 

3. Sin brings the Soul into a deſ- 
perate and dangerous Condition ; and 
makes us Veſſels of Wrath fitted for 
Deftrufion. Its the greateſt of all 
Evils, does us moſt Miſchief, and ex- 
poſes us to the ſevereſt Calamities. 
The Guilt of it lies hard upon the 
Soul, and cuts it to the Quick. The 
Misſortunes of this World are not 
worthy to be compared with the ex- 
ceeding great, and ineffable Calami- 


ties of Sin. It not only imbitters our 


Lives, deſtroys our Eaſe, and wounds | 


our Conſcience; but will follow us, 


through the Grave, to the other | 


World; where the continual Refle- 
ction upon our ſinful Courſes, will 
prove one Part of the Worm which 


never dies, and the Fire that is never | 


extinguiſhed. 


What great Reaſon then have we | 


to be heartily ſorry for our Offences, 
and to let this Sorrow accompany 
our Confeſſion ? It upon leis Occa- 
ſions our Hearts can be grieved, with 

what 
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what ſenſible Affliction ought they to 
be pierced, when we conſider how 


frequently we have provok'd our beſt 


Friend; and what Pains we have been 


at to diſhononour the Father of 


Lights ? 

An hearty Sorrow for Sin now, 
will diſarm Death of its Terrors, and 
prevent our Eternal Sorrow in ano- 
ther Life. And though we often 
make a Shift to lull the Guilt of our 
Sins aſleep, and to ſtifle their Cla- 
mours; yet, when the righteous Fudg- 
ment of God is revealed, they will 


fall upon us with double Fury ; if we 
have not confeſs d and repented of 
them, before we go hence and are no 


more ſeen. 
3. Confeſſion muſt be accompa- 
nied with a Reſolution to forſake Sin. 


What avails Confeſſion without A- 


mendment, and a ſerious Purpoſe to 


forſake our Evil Courſes? To ac- 
knowledge a Fault, and then to re- 
peat it; is the ready way to aggra- 


vate our Crimes, and increaſe the 
Number of our Tranſgreſſious. We 
D z are 


4 
y 
; | 
! 
1 


% 3 —— U —am—— wt 
a > — — 


3 # Practical Diſcourſe 


are neither aſhamed nor ſorry for our gr. 
Sins, unleſs we form a thorough Re- do 
ſolution never to be guilty of them ne, 


again. Surely it is meet to be ſaid He 
unto God, I have born Chaſtiſement, | 

T will not offend any more. That wl 
which I ſee not, teach thou me: If I | hi: 


have done Iniquity, I will do no more. | co 

Job. 34. 37, 32. ou 

And this is a very neceſſary Part De 

| of Confeſſion; becauſe we can neither lec 
| find Mercy with God, nor be receivd | co 
into Heaven, unleſs we become new | dt 


| Creatures. Every Man that hath | us 
this Hope in him, doth purify himſelf, ſhi 


| even as he is pure. 1 John'3. 3. | aſc 
| The Revelation of God admits of no | wi 
| other Condition of Acceptance, but rai 


that the Wicked turn from all his Sins | re 
that he hath committed, and keep al! fel 
my Statutes, and do that which is ur 
lawful and right. Ezek. 18. 21. ; Re 
And the Terms of the Goſpel are, | 
Repent and be converted, that your 

Sins may be blotted out. If thou wilt | 
enter into Life, keep the Command- T 
ments, is our Saviour's Precept. A- 


greeable 
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greeable to which the Apoſtle lays it 
down as a. Rule, that without Holi- 
neſs no Man ſhall ſee the Lord. 
Heb. 12. 14. 

Theſe are the Conditions upon 
which God has promis'd to beſtow 
his Mercies; namely, That if we 
confeſs and repent, he will pardon 
our Tranſgreſſions. It's an unuſual 
Degree of Impudence, to acknow- 
ledge a Fault to a Prince; and to 
continue in the ſame Criminal Pra- 
ctice. Do not ſuch Actions make 
us unworthy of his Favour? We 
ſhould be careful therefore, not to 
aſcribe thoſe Weakneſſes to God, 
which are inconſiſtent with the Cha- 


racter of a wiſe Prince: And we may 


reſt ſatisfy'd, that no Degrees of Con- 
feſſion will be available with him, 
unleſs attended with Amendment and 
Reformation of Life. 

I proceed now in the 


III. Place, to lay down Two or 
Three Rules, the better to enable us 
2 3 1 50 
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to examine our Conſciences, and con- 
feſs our Sins. 


1. Uſe Sincerity and Simplicity: 
Lay your Faults open in their natural 
Colours, without Diſguiſe. It is bet- 
ter not to conſeſs at all, than to en- 
deavour to impoſe upon the Searcher 
of Hearts: For all Attempts to re- 
preſent them otherwiſe than in their 
natural Deformity, is to double the 
Crime, and increaſe our Damnation. 
He that overcometh his Sins ſhall not 
proſper. Prov. 28. 13. 


2. Aggravate every Sin with its 
proper Circumſtances; confeſs againſt 
what Light it was committed, what 
Motives you had to do better ; whe- 
ther you did your Endeavours to re- 
ſiſt the Temptation, and whether it 
were a Sin of Preſumption, or of Ig- 
norance and Inadvertency. That 
theſe Circumſtances are to be taken 
into Conſideration is evident, be- 
cauſe at the Day of Judgment, when 
the Secrets of all Hearts ſhall be diſ- 

clos d, 
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closd, they will be brought into 
Account, as Additions to the Weight 
and Heinouſneſs of our Crimes. Men 
ſhall be puniſhd according to the 


' Advantages they neglected or de- 
ſpis d. That Servant who knew his 
' Lords Vill, and prepared not bim- 
| of , neither did according to his 


il , ſball be beaten with many 
ph gk But he who knew it not, 
and did commit Things worthy of 
Stripes, ſhall be beaten with few 
Stripes; for to whomſoever much is 
given, of him ſhall be much required ; 
and to whom Men have committed 
much, f them they will aſk the more. 
Luke 12. 47, 48. 


3. Our Sins muſt be particularly 
reckond up; becauſe it is not pro- 
bable a Tranſgreſſion ſhould be re- 
pented of, when we are unwilling to 
confeſs it. And though a general Ac- 
knowledgment in ſome Caſes may be 
ſufficient; as for Sins of Ignorance 
and Infirmity , leſs Omiſſions, and 
thole Detects and Imperfections, 
JJ: D 4 which 
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which ſeem in ſome ſort to be inter- 
woven with our Natures : Yet where 
they have been deliberate and pre- 
ſumptuous, committed againſt the 
expreſs Commandment of God, and 
the Knowledge of our Duty ; where 
they are great in their own Nature, 
or though leſs, yet frequently re- 
peated, a particular Confeſſion 1s ab- 
ſolutely neceſlary. 


To induce us to'the Performance 
of this Duty, conſider, 
1. That Confeſſion is a very conſi- 
derable Branch of Prayer. They are 
io frequently joined together in Scrip- 
ture, as if it was intended they 
ſhould never go aſunder. Thus it is 
faid of Ezra 10. 1. That he prayed 
and confeſſed „ Tweepimg and caſtin 
himſelf down before the Houſe of Gol 
Dan. 9. 4. 1 prayed unto the Lord 
my God, and made my Confefſun : 
And Verſe 20. While I was praying 
and confefſing my Sins. 


2. As 
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2. As Sin does the greateſt Diſho- 
nour to God, ſo by Confeſſion and 
Acknowledgment of our Crimes, we 
do what lies in our Power, to make 
Satisfaction to his injur d Majeſty. 
Tis true, we can add nothing to his 
Glory by our ſubmiſſive Confeſſions: 
He neither nceds, nor requires them 
tor his own Sake. But by acknowledg- 
ing our Crimes, we own the Baſeneſs 
I and Vileneſs of our former Practice; 
ce | and by this Means do our Endea- 
vours to advance the Notion of his 

Attributes as highly as we can. For 
j- | this Reaſon Joſhua exhorts his Son to 

give Glory to the Lord, and make Con- 
Feſſion unto him. 
} 3. The Duty of Confeſſion ſtill 
more nearly affects us, as it is the 
Means to reſtore us to the Favour 
and Acceptance of God, and to ob- 
tain Forgiveneſs of Sins. Without 
confeſſing our Faults, there is no As- 
ſurance of Pardon, no Promiſes to 
rely on, and no Reaſon to hope for 
ſo great a Bleſſing. God will never 
paſs by their Iniquities, and be re- 
J 3 1 9 concil d 
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concil'd to them, who are either ob- 


ſtinate and will not, or careleſs and 


indolent, and forget to own they 
have done amiſs. Would a Maſter 
pardon that Servant, and reſtore him 
to a Place in his Affections, who 
ſhould refuſe to own he had incurrd 
his Diſpleaſure, either by neglecting 
his Buſineſs, or acting contrary to 
his Duty? Would it not look like 
Folly, and want of Judgment? What 
contemptible Notions then muſt we 
frame of God, if we conceive him 
to do that, which is inconſiſtent with 
the Character of a wiſe Man? 

The Holy Scriptures gives us un- 
deniable Aſſurance, that, when our 
Sins are confeſs d and repented of, 
they ſhall be forgiven. IF we confeſs 
our Sins, he is faithful and 0 to 
forgive us our Sins, and to cleanſe ns 


From all Unrighteouſneſs. 1 John r. 9. 


He that covereth his Sins ſhall not 


proſper; but whoſo confeſſeth, and 
forſaketh them ſhall have Mercy, ſays 
the Wiſe Man. And, ſuitable to 


theſe Directions, we find the e 
2 3 
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of the Pſalmiſt; I acknowledge my 
Sin unto thee, and mine Jniquity have 
T not hid : I ſaid I will confeſs my 
Tranſgreſſiun unto the Lord, and thou 


forgaveſt the Iniquity of my Sin. 


Pſalm 32. 5. 

This certainly is Matter of great 
Comfort and Conſolation to all that 
are refolvd to live godly in Chriſt 
Jeſus ; that upon ſuch eaſy Terms as 
Confeſſion and Repentance, they 
may receive Pardon and Forgiveneſs, 
before they go hence, into that irre- 
verſible State, where there is neither 
Wiſdom, nor Knowledge, nor Under- 
ſtanding, and where all Things are 


unalterably fix'd. 


Let us therefore be prevaild upon 
ſeriouſly to lay theſe Things to Heart, 
while we enjoy the Means of Grace, 
and the Hopes of Glory: To con- 
ſider that this is our Day of Sal- 
vation, and the only Time allow'd 
to prepare our ſelves for Heaven; 
and that if. we paſs over this Seaſon 
of Mercy, without Confeſſion and 

Amend- 
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Amendment, we can do nothing to 
retrieve our Souls in another Life. 
When we depart hence, the Night is 
come indeed, wherein no Man can 
work; and, if we have not made our 
Peace with God before that fatal 
Inſtant, it muſt be let alone for 


ever. 


Sy 
N 
. 


Of Interce ſſron. What it is ; the 


- 
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nr IV; 
Perſons for whom to be made ; 
and the Reaſons of it. 


H AVING prayd to God to 
grant us thoſe Things which 
are needful for our Souls and Bodies, 
and made an humble Confeſſion and 


Acknowledgment of our Sins ; our 


next Buſineſs is to interceed with the 
Father of all Mercies for our Bre- 
thren : To intreat him to be gracious 
unto them ; that he would pity their 
Condition, turn away their Iniquities, 
pardon their Tranſgreſſions; and that 
he would be pleas d to beſtow upon 
them thoſe good Things, which are 
needful for the Life” that now 15, as 
well as that which is to come. 


62 A Practical Diſcourſe 


The Duty is of very large Extent, | 
and reaches as wide as human Na- | 
ture it ſelf. For, though the Fews | 
did reſtrain the Love of their Neigh- | 
bour, to their own Nation; exclu- | 


ding all others, as Aliens from the 
Commonwealth of Tirael, and Stran- 
gers from the Covenants of Promiſe : 
Yet, ſince Chriſt has broken down 
the Wall of Partition, and ſuch Di- 
ſtinctions are entirely put an End to, 
the whole Nations of the Earth are 
become one People, and united by 
the ſame common Engagements of 
Love and Friendſhip. Every Man is 
now to the whole World, what one 
Few was to another; he is his Bro- 
ther, and Neighbour. For there is 
neither Bond nor Free; there is nei- 
ther Male nor Female ; for ye are all 
one in Chriſt Feſus. Gal. 3. 28. 

Upon this Proſpe& it is, that 


St. Paul requires our Prayers to be 


as extenſive, as the Goſpel enjoins 
our Love and Charity to reach. T 
exhort therefore, lays he, that firſt o 
all, Supplications, Prayers, Interceſ- 
ions, 
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ons, and giving of Thanks be made 
for all Men : 15 
' that are in Authority, 1 Tim. 2. 1. 2. 


or Kings, and for all 


By Virtue of which Precept, we 


are required to pray, 


1. For all thoſe who are out of 


| the Pale of the Church ; whether 
they are ſuch, to whom the Goſpel 


has never been preach'd ; or they 
who refuſe and deſpiſe the ſaving 
Doctrines of Righteouſneſs. We muſt 


interceed with God for Fews, Turks, 


and Infidels; beſeeching him to en- 
lighten their Underſtandings, to lead 
them into the Way of Truth, and 
the pious Knowledge of his Son 
Feſus Chriſt ; that, in his due Time, 
his Ways may be known upon Earth, 
and his ſaving Health among all Na- 
tions; and that there may be one Fold 
under one Shepherd. | 
2. For all, who though within the 
Borders of the Church, live in a 
continued Courſe of Error and Mi- 
ſtake; who by the Power of their 
Prejudices, and miſguided Conſci- 
ences, are as much under the Do- 
minion 
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minion and Government of Satan; 


as if our Saviour had made no Reve- 


lation of himſelf to the World, nor | 


ever laid down his Life a Ranſom for 
the Sins of Mankind. As their Con- 


dition is very deplorable, ſo it ought | 


powerfully to excite us, to be very 
fervent in our Interceſſions with God 


for them: And to intreat him to de- | 
liver them out of this Bondage of | 


Corruption, into the Glorious Libert 
of the Children of God. That lie 
would give them underſtanding 
Hearts to diſcover the Errors of their 
Ways; that he would reſtore” them 
to the Peace and Unity of the Church, 
and make them faithful and obedient 
Servants to that Saviour, whom they 
call Maſter. 

3. For our Enemies ; for them who 
would do us all the Miſchief they 
can, and are continually contriving 
new Injuries. Even for theſe our In- 
terceſſions are to be offer d up to 
God, that they may diveſt themſelves 
of all Anger, Hatred, and Malice; 
and diſpoſſeſs their Souls of thoſe un- 


{oCiabi: 
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ſociable Vices, which unqualify them 


for the Love and Favour of God. 


4. For our Equals, Friends, Rela- 
tions and Kindstolk ; thoſe who are 


near and dear to us; and to whom, 
by ſome ſtronger Ties of Nature and 
Affection, we bear a more particular 
' Regard. 


The Reaſons why we are oblig d to 


pray for all Men, being nearly the 
| fame, has induced me to put all theſe 
| Particulars together. 


As we are to 
love all Men as our ſelves, fo it will 
be very proper to examine our Hearts, 
how tervently we would intercecd 
with God for Deliverance, were we 
under thoſe unhappy Circumſtances, 


of disbelieving the Truth, or acting 
| contrary to it. 


We would certainly 
pray to God inceſſantly, to give us 


ſuch a Meaſure of his Grace, as would 
enable us to reform the Error of our 


Ways. | 

If the Love of our ſelves be the 

Meaſure and Standard of that which 

we owe to our Brother; then, in the 

ſame Degree, that we wiſh our own 
"> Welfare 
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Welfare and Advantage, ſhall we en- 


deavour to promote his Proſperity | 


and Intereſt. And this, very often, 


is the only Inſtance we can give, of 
that hearty Affection we bear to 


him. 


Whatſoever ye would that Men | 
ſhould do unto you, do ye likewiſe ſo | 
unto them, is a Precept of that Di- 
vine Lawgiver, who came down from | 
Heaven, to deliver the Will of his Fa- 
And if we are refolvd to | 
comply with it, we muſt employ all 


ther to us. 


the Faculties of the Soul, to reduce 
our miſtaken Brother from the Errors 
of his Life. 
in which every Man acts, puts it out 
of his Power, by Precept and Exam- 
ple, to do this friendly Office for the 
whole Earth. All that he can do, is 
to offer up his ſincere Interceſſions; 
that they may be brought into the 
way of Life Eternal, by knowing the 
oniy true God, and Fefus Chriſt, 
whom he hath ſent. 

As for praying for our Enemies; 
thoſe who hate, and injurioufly uſe 


us; 


n 


Now the narrow Sphere, 


Revelation, has bound us to it. 
Enemy 1s a Brother, and very often 
a Chriſtian; and as we are oblig d to 
pray for all Men, in the firſt Notion, 
ſo likewiſe more eſpecially for the 
' Houſhold of Faith: For all who have 
' embracd the Doctrine of a crucified 
Saviour, are Heirs of the Promiſes, 
and everlaſting Salvation. 
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us; the Law of Nature, as well as 
Our 


We have not only the Promiſe of 


great Advantage, from the Perfor- 
' mance of this Duty, but our Saviour 


poſitively requires it of us. But I 
ſay unto you, love your Enemies, bleſs 
them that curſe you, do good to them 
that hate you, and pray for them that 
deſpitefully uſe you and perſecute you. 
That ye may be the Children of your 
Father which is in Heaven: For he 
maketh his Sun to riſe on the Evil, 
and on the Good, and ſendeth Rain 
on the Fuſt and Unjuſt. For if ye 
love them that love you, what Re- 
ward have ye? Do not even the Pub- 
licans the ſame? And if ye ſalute your 
Brethren only, what do ye more than 
| others ? 


3 = 
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others? Do not even the Publicans 
Jo? Be ye therefore perfeF, even as 
your Father which it in Heaven is 
perfeF. Matth. 5. 44, Oc. 

As if he had ſaid ; though you take 
Occaſion from your own Law, to] Hol 
love only thoſe that love you, and Þ wor 
are of your own Stock; I am come Gof 
to rectify this Miſtake : Giving you a | Bor 
new Commandment to love all Men, to 
even your very Enemies; and as a] wit 
particular Inſtance of it, I hereby re- | goc 
quire you to pray for them. And | rho 
this you ſhall do in Imitation of your | Tgr 
Heavenly Father, who maketh his Sun | Th 
ta riſe on the Evil, and on the Good; | Co 
and ought to be a ſufficient Reaſon to his 
induce you to pray for your Enemies | we 
as well as Friends : For in ſo doing | an 
you ſhall heap Coals of Fire upon his | Ar 
Head, and by this Means melt him on 
down into a State of Amity'and | th 
Friendſhip. 3 | 

I need not uſe many Arguments to 
engage us to pray for thoſe who love | C 
us; as our Friends, Relations, and | v 
Acquaintance. For if we really love B 

| them, 
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them, we cannot give a more ſignal 
Inſtance of Kindneſs and Affection, 
than continued Interceſſion with God 
in their Behalf. 

5. We muſt pray to God for Chriſt's 
Holy Catholick Church ; that he 
would continue to it the Light of his 
Goſpel, that he would enlarge its 
Borders, and enable all its Members 
to adorn their Chriſtian Profeſſion , 
with the Graces and Virtues of a 
good Lite. That he would reſtore 
thoſe who are in Error, inſtruct the 
Ignorant, and ſupport the Weak : 
That he would put an End to thoſe 
Controverſies which rend and divide 
his Myſtical Body the Church : That 
we may be like minded one towards 
another, according. to Chriſt Feſus : 
And that we may with one Mind, and 
one Mouth glorify God, even the Fa- 
ther of our Lord Feſus Chriſt. Rom. 
. | 

That this is the Duty of every 
Chriſtian evidently appears, becauſe 
we are all Fellow-Members of one 


Body, and the Members ſhould * 
＋ 2 
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the ſame Care one of another. 1 Cor. | 
And this is a Reaſon, the | 


I'2. 25. 


Scripture frequently inſiſts upon; Chi 


comparing the Church to a natural] 
Body, and Chriſtians to the Mem- 
bers; wherein every particular Per- | 
ſon is repreſented, to be ſollicitous for | 
the Welfare of the whole, as well as | 
for himſelf : Becauſe his own Safety | 
is involv'd, with that of the Com- 
Whether one Member ſuffer, | 


all the Members ſuffer with it ; or one 


munity. 


Member be honour d, all the Members 
rejoice with it. Now we are the Bo- 
dy of Chriſt, and Members in particu- 
. 1 Cor. 12. 26, 27. 

If then we are concerned in the 
general Bleſſings of the Church, and 
are deſirous that God ſhould continue 
to us the Doctrine of Reconciliation, 
and not remove our Candleſtick, and 
extinguiſh the Light of the Goſpel : 
I am ſure we are engagd, to inter- 


ceed with him, for the Continuance 


of ſo great a Benefit. For tho' un- 
der a general Defection, any one Per- 
ſon ſhould retain his Integrity; yet 

| he 


or. 
the 
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he will want many of thoſe Advan- 


tages, which are peculiar only to a 


Mn ; | Church, confeſſing the true God, and 


ral Þ worſhipping him in Spirit and in 
>m- Truth. 
er- 6. As we are bound to pray for all 
for Men, ſo particularly, or above all, 
| as | for Kings, and all that are in Autho- 
ety | rity. T heartily wiſh this Duty were 
m- | as ſincerely practis d, as it is well 
fer, known; and that there were greater 
one | Reaſons to inſtruct Men in the Man- 
ers | ner, than to uſe many Motives and 
By- | Arguments, to prevail upon them, 
cu- | to perform it at all. And yet would 
but every Chriſtian ſincerely conſi- 
the | der by what indiſpenſible Obligations 
nd | he is engag d, frequently to call upon 
me Þ God, in Behalf of the Ruler of his 
on, | People ; they could never be fo neg- 
nd | ligent, in an Affair, which fo nearly 
: | concerns their own Safety. For, 
er- 1. It by the Laws of God we are 
ce | obligd to pray or all Men, it is not 
n- | to be dovbre but the KING is inclu- 
er- ded in tha general Command; and 
et as He 15 72 \{niſter of God for good 


he 


10 
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to 15, ſo our Devotions ought to be 
more fervently -pour'd out, and in 
greater Meaſure, when we interceed 
for him, than when we pray for 
others. 

And indeed nothing is more be- 
coming the Character of a true and 
loving Subject, who is ſollicitous for 
the good of this Nation, than with 
ſtrong Cries to interceed with Heaven 
for His SACRED MAJESTY. 
It is the only Way, in which, the 
greateſt Number of us can be ſervice- 
able to him. That high Station, to 
which the Providence of God , in 
Mercy to theſe Nations, has exalted 
him ; puts it out of our Power, to 
do the ſame friendly Actions to him, 
we can to our Equals. Our Goodneſs 
extends not to him; we can neither in- 
form his Judgment, direct his Coun- 
ſels, nor add to his Stores. All that 


we can do, is to interceed with God 
for him: And as this is every Man's 
Duty, fo it is in his Power; the moſt I 

miſerable and deſtitute, the moſt bu- 


ly 


upon Private Prayer. 73 


ſy and employd, may lift up their 
Souls to God in his Behalf. 

2. The common Intereſt of a Na- 
tion, engages every one in the ſame 
Duty. In the Wealth, Power, Pro- 
ſperity , Safety , and Wiſdom of a 
King is the publick Welfare involvd. 
He is the Heart and Head that ani- 
mates and informs the whole. 95 
that when we pray for him, we do 
in Effect, pray for a whole Nation; 
for all that are near and dear to 5, 
and tor our ſelves at the ſame Time. 

Every Subject docs actually partake 
in the Welfare and Proſperity of thc 
higher Powers. How ſenſibly does 
each feel his private Advantage, in the 
publick Tranquility: And into what 
Terrors and Dangers do publick Ca- 
lamities throw us? When a King is 
oppos d by rebellious Subjects, and 
the Throne aſſaulted by thoſe, who 
ſpeak evil of Dienities ; when Tray- 
tors attempt to ſubvert a Conſlituci- 


on, and endeavour to bring a well 


regulated State into Diſorder and A- 
narchy ; every particular Member oi 
ta” 
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the Community ſuffers in the publick 
Calamity and Confuſion: The whole 
Body is weaken d and convuls d, and 
we cannot lead a quiet and peace able 
Life, in Godlineſs and Honeſty. 

As it is our Duty, ſo is it our Inte- 
reſt to pray for the Peace, Proſpe- 
rity , and Safety of the KING; 
that we may enjoy the Benefit and 
Advantage of thoſe Bleſſings. And 


this is a Principle, which is not only 


founded in the Nature of Things , 
but in the Command of God. For 
which Reaſon, God directs the Jetos, 
to pray for that State into which they 
were carried Captive. Seek the Peace 
of the City whither I have cauſed you 
to be carried Captives , and pray unto 
the Lord for it; for in the Peace there- 
of ye fhall have Peace. Jeremy 29. 7. 
And it they, under the greateſt Cala- 
mity which can belal a Nation, the 
galling Yoke of Slavery, were fo 


ſtrictly required to perlorm th's Du- 
ty: By how much ſtronger Obligati- 
ons, are we engag d to do the fame, 

who 


75 
who enjoy as much Liberty as we can 
deſire ? 

3. Gratitude is # ſtrong Engage- 
ment to induce Subjects to pray for 
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the KING. Tis thro the Influ- 
ence of his Counſels and Care, that 


we are in a Capacity to enjoy the 
common Benefits of Nature: Tis 
under his Protection that we reap 
the Fruits of our Labours , enjoy the 
Comforts and Satisfaction of this Life, 
with Eaſe and Tranquility; and are 


protected in our Civil Rights and 


Properties, and the free Exerciſe of 
Religion and Virtue. 

Since then we partake of ſo many 
ineſtimable Benefits , thro his Go- 
vernment and Protection; it is an 
Argument of the moſt ſordid Ingra- 
titude, not to interceed with God for 
him. And IT would only ask any rea- 
ſonable Man this Queſtion, With what 
Confidence he can expect, that the 
KING ſhould labour and take Pains, 
deny himſelf the Comforts and Satiſ- 
faction of Life, to conſult his Safety 
and Advantage; when, at the ſame , 

| E 2 Tune, 
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Time, he either refuſes or neglects 
to pray to God, for his beſt Benefa- 
ctor upon Earth. 


And certainly never had any Nati- Þ | 


on greater Reaſon to pray for their 
King, than we of theſe Iſles have for 
ours ; who has delivered us from our 
Enemies, and from the Hands of all 
that hate us: By whoſe auſpicious 
Care it comes to paſs, that we may 
fit down every Man under his «wn 
Vine, and under his own Fig-Tree, 
and that there ſhall be none to make 
us afraid, and that we have the free 
Exerciſe of our Religion continued 

to us. | 
Have we not ſtrong Engagements 
then, to cry mightily unto God, and 
to beſeech the Almighty to protect his 
MAJESTY from all Dangers ; 
from the ſecret Attempts and open 
Rebellions, and the Malice and Con- 
ſpiracies of his Enemies: That he 
will be pleas d to continue ſo great a 
Bleſſing to us? To grant him a long 
and proſperous Reign, and that his 
Poſte- 
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Poſterity may ſit upon the Throne of 
thele Nations for ever. 


Laſtly, By the fame common Ob- 


„ en , we are required to pray for 
all 


that are in Authority; who fill 
any eminent Station in the Govern- 
ment ; to whom the Adminiſtration 
of Juſtice is committed: That he 


would give them Wiſdom and Under- 


ſtanding, Courage and Reſolution to 
execute and diſcharge their Offices 
with Fidelity. 

It is in their Power to do great 
Services to a Kingdom, or to be the 
Authors of much Evil. And there- 
fore Prudence requires, that we ſhould 
interceed with God for them, in 
Hopes that he will avert the one, and 
proſper the other. He will not grant 
his Bleſſings unleſs we pray for them ; 
ſo that if we deſire to lead a quiet 
and peaceable Life, in all Godlineſs 
and Honefly, we muſt pray for Kings, 
and all that are in Authority. 
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Se S e DELLS 


* ee 


CHAT: Dutt 


Of Thankſgiving. What is in- 
cluded under that Notion. To 1 
whom to be directed. Motive, 


to Fraclice. 1 
Proceed now to the laſt Branch of : 
Prayer, which 1s Thankſgiving, 
or a returning of thankful Acknow- Þ 
ledgments to God tor all his Benefits | 1 
conferr d upon us. ly 


The Scripture expreſſes this Duty | whi 
by great Variety of Phraſes; as to | ame 
praiſe God; to bleſs him ; to confeſs | Tha 
unto him; to give him Thanks ; to | Goc 
magnify the Lord ; to extol him ; to up. 
exalt his Name; to glorify him; to I 
make his Name glorious; to offer | kno 
Thankſgiving and Praiſe ; and to of | fits 
Fr the Sacriſice of Praiſe unto God, | we: 

that | 


— 
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that is, the Fruits of our Li ps, con- 
fefſmg to his Nam By all which 
Phraſes, is implyd, a rendring due 
Thanks and Praiſe unto God tor his 
| Mercies. In diſcourſing upon whichr 
Duty of the Chriſtian Religion, I 
ſhall purſue this following Method. 


To I. Enquire what is neceſſarily im- 
"es ply d in the Duty. 

II. Conſider the Object to whom 

it is directed. 

III. Propoſe ſome Motives to en- 
1 Of gage us in the Performance of 
ng, =. 
w- | 
fits 1. J ſhall enquire what is neceſſari- 


y implyd in the Duty ; without 
aty Lauck Qualifications, it does not 
70 amount to that religious Action of 
eſs | Thankſgiving , which the Laws of 


to | God and Reaſon require us to offer 
70 Fu 


to 1. Thankſgiving implies that we 
fer | know, and are ſenſible of the Bene- 
F | fits we give Thanks for; becauſe if 


od, | we are not ſatisfy d in this Point, we 
"at E 4 muſt 
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mult be ignorant how far the Degrees 
of our Obligations extend. Without 
2 thorough Examination of this Par- 
ticular, we ſhall frequently be be- 
tray d into grievous Errors ; overlook 
the greateſt Benefts, becauſe more 
uſual and common; and be very 
grateful for others, tho' leſs in their 
Natures, which appear to be extraor- 
dinary and out of the way. A ſmall 
Benefit, which rarcly occurs , uſually 
makes a ſtrong Impreſſion ; when the 
continued Inſtances of God's Mercies, 
ſuch as his Providence in providing 
for us ; his ſending Rain, and fruit- 
{ul Seaſons ; his giving a grateful Vi- 
ciſſitude of Night and Day, paſs un- 
regarded , and without any Notice 
taken of them. 

Were we really grateful, the Know- 
ledge of what he gives, with the juſt 
Value of it, ought to affect us in the 
firſt Place. 
Acquaintance with the Bleſſings of 
Heaven, we cannot give Thanks in a 
right Manner or Degree, but, thall be 
like thoſe ungratetul Perſons, the Far 

Fad mi 


For unleſs we have this 


Giver. 
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! miſt deſcribes , who regar ehe 
| Work of the Lord, nor conſidered the 


Operation of his Hands. Pſalm 28. 5. 
2. That we ſet an high Value and 


Eſteem upon what is given ; other- 


wiſe we ſhall be unthanktul to the 
To give Thanks for Benefits, 
which are of no Worth, in our own 
Opinion; is not only a leſſening of 
the Giſt, but an Affront to the Gi- 
ver. And therefore we find the Royal 


| Pſalmiſt continually magnifying the 


Greatneſs, Multitude, and other ad- 
vantageous Circumſtances of the Di- 
vine Favour. How manifold are thy 
Works, O Lord! in Wiſdom haſt 
thou made them all. The Earth is- 
full of thy Riches, Pſalm 104. 24. 
How precious alſo are thy Thoughts 
unto me, O God? Horte great is the 
Sum of them? IF I ſhould count them, 
they are more in Number than the 
Sand. 139. 17, 18. 
It is not in our Power ſufficient! 

to value the Bleſſings of the Almigh- 
ty; and, to attempt, to ſet an exact 


Meaſure of Eſteem upon them, is on- 


E ly 
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ly to depretiate and leſſen their 
Worth. Our Conceptions of them, 
muſt be fram'd upon this Suppoſition, 
that as they are moſt excellent in 
their own Natures, and turn to our 
greateſt Advantage; ſo they are the 
Effects of the meer Bounty and Mer- 
cy of God, to which, thro our Un- 
worthineſs, we have no Claim or Ti- 
tle. All other Notions of them, are 
infinitely below their Worth; and at- 
ter we have raisd our Ideas to the 
higheſt Pitch, we ſhall by Experience 
find, that ſuch Knowledge is too 1won- 
derful for ns ; it is high, we cannot 
attain unto it. 

It is a Misfortune that generally 
attends ungratetul Tempers, lightly 
to eſteem their preſent Enjoyments ; 
and to be very querulous and com- 
plaining upon the Loſs of them. And 
this Obſervation eſpecially holds 
good in the common and ordinary 
Diſpenſations of Providence. We fet 
a ſnall Value upon Health, Peace, 
Liberty, and the Means of Grace, 
While we are in the full Poſſeſſion of 
them : 
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them: But when once God lays his 
Hand upon us, and takes back his 
ſlighted Mercies ; we grow ſenſible of 
their Advantage, by the Want of 
them. 

It is therefore a neceſſary Part of 
Thankfulneſs, not to diminiſh and 
leſſen the Bleſſings of God: But to 
magnify their Profit, Excellency, and 
Uſetulneſs ; and to declare the Good- 
neſs, Wiſdom, and fatherly Aﬀection 
of the Almighty, in beſtowing them 
upon us. Whoſo is wiſe, and will 
obſerve theſe Things, even they ſhall 
underſtand the loving Kindneſs of the 
Lord, Pſalm 107. 43. 

3. Thankſgiving implies , that we 
own and acknowledge , what great 
Obligations our Benefactor has laid 
upon us. He that attempts to leſſen 
the Obligation, is ſo far from being 
thankful ; that he s guilty of the moſt 
ſordid and deteſted Ingratitude : A, 
Vice very ſcandalous in its own Na- 
ture, and which will always reflect, 
upon any Perſon who is guilty. of. 
It, 2 


Sub- 
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Submiſſively to receive a Favour, 


and to declare our Obligations, as it is 


all we can return to God for his Kind- 
neſſes. ; ſo it is the leaſt we can do. 
Were it in our Power, Juſtice requires 
more : 
made in Proportion to what we re- 
ceive. But, as the Bleſſings of Pro- 
vidence, exceed all Poſſibility of Re- 
quital; as we can beſtow nothing up- 
on him, which was not his own be- 
fore : So we ought never to be defi- 
cient in a e Acknowledgment. 
Every Bea 
the Cattel 5 a thouſand Hills. 1 
know all the Fowls upon the Moun- 
tains ; and the wild Beaſts. of the 
Field are mine. If were hungry, I 
would not tell thee, for the World is 
mine, and the 9 s thereof. 6 Had 
unto God Thankſgiving, and pay thy 
Vows unto the moſt The. Pſalm 50. 
1, 11, 12, 14. 

But to ſhew a little clearer, under 
what vaſt Obligations we lie to God 
for all his Mercies, conſider, 


I. That 


that Reſtitution ſhould be 


of the Foreſt is mine, and 


| ſelves. 
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1. That we came into this World 


deſtitute of all the Neceſlaries and 
Conveniencies of Life, and entirely 


unable to do any Services for our 
'aked came wwe out of our 
| Mothers Wombs, and as ignorant as. 
a wild Aſss Colt: And what Ac- 
quirements have we made, which we: 
have not receiv d from him, by whoſe 


Grace we are what we are 2 


2. Conſider how unworthy our 


Sins make us. We have more Rea- 
ſon to expect , that his. fierce Anger 


ſhould burn againſt us, and conſame 


us, than look for any of his Bleſſings. 
The Motives are ſufficient to make us 
acknowledge, that he hath not dealt 
with us after our Sins, nor rewarded us 
according to our Iniquities ; and that 
it is owing to his great Mercies that 
we are not conſumed , becauſe his 
Compaſ/ions fail not. 

Let us but bring theſe Conſiderati- 
ons Home to our Conſciences, and it 
can be no difficult Matter to prevail 


with us, to join in Facobs Acknow- 


ledgment, Gen. 32. 10. that we are 
nor 
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not worthy of the leaſt of his Mer- 
cies. Tf his returning Good for Evil, 
and crowning us with Benefits, when 
we had greater Cauſe to expect his 
heavy Indignation and Diſpleaſure, 
will not work in us a Senſe of the in- 
finite Obligations we owe to him; 
we are guilty of the higheſt Degrees 


of Ingratitude, and Unthankfulneſs. F 
4. Thankſgiving implies, that our 


Praiſe and Acknowledgments are to 
be made to our Benefactor; that we 
do not give the Honour of God to 
another, by attributing the Benefits 
we enjoy, either to our Merits or En- 
deavours, or to the Kindneſs and 
good Will of any other Creature. J 

we ſacrifice unto our Net, and burn 
Incenſe unts our Dragg ; becauſe we 


think by them our Portion is full, and 


our Meal plenteous ; we are unthank- 


{ul to that liberal Hand, from whom- 


ve receive all Things. The Almigh- 
ty foreſaw, that the Iſraelites, would 
irequently be guilty of this Degree of 
Ingratitude ; and therefore he cauti- 
ons them to avoid ſo dangerous a Sin- 
pt Beware 


$ 
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Beware that thou forget not the 
Lord thy God ; leſt when thou haſt 
eaten, and art full, and haſt built 
goodly Houſes, and dwelt therein; 


| and when thy Herds, and thy Flocks 


multiply, and thy Silver and thy Gold 


' is multiplied, and all that thou haſt 


is multiplied : Then thine Heart be 
_ up, and thou forger the Lord 


_ thy God. And thou ſay in thine 
Heart, my Power, and the Might 4 | 


mine Hand hath gotten me this Wealth. 
But thou ſhalt remember the Lord thy 
God: For it is he that giveth thee 
Power to get Wealth. Deut. 8. 11, 
x34 £35 14s 175-10. 

To aſcribe theſe Benefits and Ad- 
vantages to our own Power or Merit, 
or to the Aſſiſtance of our Fellow 
Creatures ; is not only to make us 
unthankful, but injurious. to God. If 
thou didſt receive it, why doft thou 
glory, as if thou hadſt not received 
it? 1 Cor. 4. 7. For by thy glory- 
ing, thou doſt, as much as lies in 
thee, diveſt God of his Bounty and 
Goodneſs. 
| 5. Thank- 


— en HIER 
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F. Thankfulneſs implies, that we 
entertain a great Regard and Reſpect 
for our Beneſactor; and, it is impoſ- 
ſible to be thankful, unleſs this Qua- 
lification go along with the Perlor- 
mance of the Duty. When we reflect 


upon the great and manitold Bleſſings 


we partake of, compare our Con- 


dition with the brute and inanimate- 


Part of the Creation ; and conſider 


that we are capable of Happinels- 


here, and Glory hereafter : The Con- 
templation will of Neceſſity produce 
a great Value for him, who is fo 


| bountiful and liberal to us; and in- 


ſpire our Souls with Love and Af- 
fection to him. 
Great Benefits receiv d, naturally 


excite in us Veneration and Eſteem; 
and where their happy Influence does 
not produce this Effect; it is an un- 


deniable Token, that we lightly eſteem 
be Rock of our Salvation: 


The Import of Thankſgiving, in 


ſhort, is this; that we have a true 


Senſe: of the Benefits conferr'd upon 
us; that we fet an high Eſteem and 


— 
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Value upon them; that we acknow- 
ledge how great Obligations we lie 
under, for the Receipt of them ; that 
we do not look upon them as derived 
from any Creature; and that we love 
and value the Benefactor. Where any 
of theſe Qualifications are wanting; 
where they are not a vital Principle 


in the Soul, and influence our Prai- 


{es ; the Labour of our Lips will avail 
us nothing, and our bare Acknow- 
ledgments will be fo far from ſigni- 
tying the Thankfulneſs of the Heart, 
that they will be a perpetual Memo- 
rial of our great Ingratitude ; and 
will riſe up in Judgment againſt us, 
at that Day, when the Secrets of all 
Men ſhall be diſclos d, and every one 
ſhall receive his Recompence or Pu- 


niſhment, according to what he has 
done in the Fleſr. 


II. I proceed to the Second Par- 
ticular, which is to conſider the Ob- 
ject, to whom Thankſgiving is to 
be directed. All Thankigiving is to- 
be offer d up to God alone, as be iS, 

108. 
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the Author and Giver of every Thing. 
And this is a Doctrine which is con- 


firm'd both by the Voice of Scripture 


and Reaſon. 


1. As to Scripture, St. James 1. 


17. tells us, every good, and every 


perfect Gift is from above, and com- 


eth down from the Father of Lights. | 


Upon this Foundation St. Paul builds 
his Direction, whatſoever ye do in 


Word or Deed, do all in the Name of 


the Lord Feſus, giving Thanks to 
God and the Father by him. Col. 3. 
17. So likewiſe Fph. 5. 20. Giving 
Thanks always for all Things unto 


God, and the Father, in the Name of 
our Lord Feſus Chriſt. And ſuitable 


to this the P/almi/t gives Direction, 
to offer unto God Thankſgiving, and 


pay thy Vows unto the moſt High, 
Pfalm 50. 14. | 


2. Reaſon ſuggeſts the ſame Thing. 
For whether we turn our Eyes in- 


wardly upon our Souls, or outwardly 
upon our Bodies, and the beauteous 
Frame and Order of the Univerſe, we 


can 


ng. 
On- 
ure 


. 


ery 


in- 
r,. 
Ids 
in 
of 
ro 
3: 
ng 
*r 
of 
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can meet with nothing, to whom this 
Tribute can be due, but God alone. 
Is it not to him that we owe our 
Being? Do we not live, and move in 
him? Whatever is proper to give 
Eaſe and Satisfaction, to create Quiet 


and Contentment, to pleaſe the Ap- 


petite, and allure the Eye, is meerly 


the Gift of God. 


It is he who has breath'd into us 
immortal Souls, endow'd them with 
a Power to diſcern between Good 


and Evil, Truth and Falſhood; and it 


is he that teac hes Man Knowledge. It 


is he that left the Boſom of the Fa- 


ther, too upon him the Form of a 
Servant, and at laſt died a paintul 
and ignominious Death, to redeem us 


from Iniquity, and to purify to himſelf 


a peculiar People zealous of good 


Works. Has he not deliverd the 


Will of the Father to us, and taught 
us the Doctrine of Righteouſneſs and 


true Holineſs > Has he not done all 
this out of the Abundance of his Love, 
when we were Sinners, and 1n open 


Rebellion againſt him 2 And does he 
FIN not 


| 


| 


| 
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| 


not ſtill protect us, prevent our fal- 


ling into Sin, and continue to us the 


Means of Grace, and the Hopes of 
Glory? 


But who can utter the mighty Acis of 


the Lord ? Who can ſbem forth all his 


Praiſes * They are more in Number 5 
than the Sands of the Sea, and the 
beſt Faculties of Man can never come 


to an End of them. And yet this 
ſhort View may be ſufficient, to run 
us into a Perſuaſion, that Honour and 
Praiſe, Thankſgiving and Bleſſing, do 
only belong to that Eternal God, in 
whom, and by whom, and through 
whom are all Things. | 


III. I proceed now to propoſe 


ſome Motives to induce us to the 


Practice of this Duty. 


1. Thankſgiving ſeems to be a Diſ- 
poſition naturally interwove in the 
Frame and Conſtitution of every 
Man. It appears with the firſt dawn 
of Reaſon; and when by a wicked 
Lite we have almoſt obliterated the 


Notions. 


For it is pleaſant. 
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| Notions of Virtue and Vice, it main- 
tains its Influence and Efficacy over 
us to the very laſt. The moſt bar- 
{ barous and inhuman, they that have 
| degraded Nature to the loweſt Pitch, 
| retain the ſame Senſe of good Offices 
done to them. 


Whatever is natural, always carries 


Delight, Pleaſure, and Eaſe along 


with it. This the Pſalmiſt obſerves 
to be the Caſe of Praiſe and Thankſ- 
giving. Pſalm 147. 1. Praiſe the 


Lord: For it is good to ſins Praiſes 
unto our God : For it is pleaſant, 
and Praiſe is comely. And 135. 3. 


| Praiſe the Lord, for the Lord ts 


Good, ſing Praiſes unto his Name, 
And pleaſant it 
certainly mult be, becauſe it grateful- 
ly puts us in Mind of the great and 
unſpeakable Mercies, which God at 
ſundry Times, and various Seaſons 
has beſtow d upon us. 

Would we do what is moſt agree- 
able to our Natures ? Let us be con- 
ſtantly ſinging Hallelujahs, and fet- 


ting forth the unſpeakable Praiſcs of 


the 
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the moſ? Higheſt. Can any Reflection 
inſpire our Souls with greater Joys, 
than to call to Mind, that the Lord 
of all is our Friend and Benefactor, 


and beſtows his Bleſſings with a libe- 


ral Hand? How great a Satisfaction 


muſt run through the Soul, when the F 
conſiders, that we are admitted to the 
Performance of thoſe Duties on Earth, 
which is at preſent the Employment | 


of the Holy Angels, and will be the 


Exerciſe of the Church triumphant F 


for ever, in Heaven. If then we 
would comply with our natural Diſ- 
poſitions, and not ſuppreſs the Mo- 


tions of our own Minds; we ſhould F 


be frequently exercisd in the Duty 


of Thankſgiving, as it is an Action 


moſt conſonant and agreeable to our 
Tempers. 


2. Another Motive, is the Juſtice | 


and Equity of the Duty. He that 1s 
unwilling to requite a Benefit, 1s un- 
Juſt to receive it; And the Freedom 
and Liberality, with which the Giver 
beſtows it, 15 fo far from making the 
Obligation leſs, that it adds to its 


Weight, 


real 
Owl 


that 
well 


Leu 
be q 
our 
quir 
for 
Whit: 
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Weight, and more effectnally binds 
us. And, though Men may think, 
where there is no written Law, no 
poſitive Inſtitution, they are at Li- 


= to act as they pleaſe, and are 
not bound to Reſtitution ; yet, upon 


a ſerious Examination they may ea- 


ily diſcover, that ſuch Poſitions are 
groundleſs and erroneous: And that 
in the Court of Heaven, and their 
own Conſciences, Ingratitude and 
| Unthankfulneſs are rank d, under the 


moſt odious Violations, of the natural 
and revealed Will of God. 

It is from his Bounty that we re- 
ceive every good and perfect Gift; it 


was his Pleature to endow us with 
| reaſonable Souls; and, it is entirely 
owing to his Mercy and Goodnels, 


that after patient Continuance in 
well-doing,and a Perſeverance in Righ- 
teouſneſs and true Holineſs, we 1 may 
be qualified to enter into the Foy of 
our 10 er. Suppoſing he had re- 
quired ſomething very difficult of us 
Br ſuch great Baneſits: Something 
which thwarted our Inclinatio:1, ant] 


ſtood 


PICS 
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ſtood in direct Oppoſition to any real 
Intereſt and Advantage, a reaſonabl: 
Man could propoſe to himſelf; 
Would any Perſon, of common Senſe 
and Underſtanding, refuſe an Ex. 
change upon ſo valuable a ConſideraÞ 
tion? Had he inſiſted upon the pluck 
ing out an Eye, the cutting off anÞ 
Hand, or the forſaking of all that ig 
dear and valuable to us in this Life} 
in Return for thoſe extraordinary Ble 
ſings beſtowd upon the Body and 
Soul; we could not look upon it as 

an Act of Injuſtice ; but as an In4 

ſtance of Kindneſs and Mercy, and a 
Bargain by which we ſhould be inf 

nite Gainers. So our bleſſed Saviour 1 
determines the Caſe. If thy Han! 
or thy Foot offend thee, cut them off 
and caſt them from thee : It is bette, 
or thee to enter into Life halt © 

mains, rather than having Tees 
Hands, or Two Feet, to be caſt int 
everlaſling Fire. And if thine A 
offend thee, pluck it out, and caſt ii 
from thee : It is better for thee to en 
ter into Life with one Eye, rathe 
tha! 


upon Private Prayer. 97 


cal than having two Eyes, to be caſt in- 
ble to Hell Fire, Matth. 18. 7, 8. But of 
elf Jus he requires none of theſe Hard- 
-n{þ ſhips ; and, out of his great Goodneſs, 
ExI has ſo mercifully contrivd the Terms 
era] of Salvation, that they are agreeable 
ick to the Reaſon of Mankind: So our 
an own Conſciences will condemn us of 
t i} Injuſtice, if we refuſe that ſmall Tri- 
ife þ bute and Recompence he requires; 
3le{h which is only to acknowledge our 
anc} Obligations, and to praiſe and give 
it a Thanks to him for his infinite 
4 Mercies. 
There is no Doubt, but whoever 
J receives a Benefit, is bound to requite 
it; and where Retribution is out of 
his Power, there heartily to deſire it, 
and to ſerve his Benefactor to the 
utmoſt of his Abilities. And though 
we can make no Returns to God, 
4 ſince all that belongs to us, nay, our 
very Being is his: Yet ſo long as he 
54 15 ſatisfy d with our uttering his Praiſe, 
4 and admits of that as a ſufficient Re- 
compence, the leaſt we can do is to 
render the Calves of our Lips, and to 
F — 
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be thankful. For though Juſtice does 
really require more; yet he conde- 


ſcends ſo far to our Weakneſs and In- x ; 


firmities, as to take leſs. g 

3. Conſider the Excellency of the 
Duty. It contains in it whatever is Þ 
agreeable and delightful to the Soul 
of Man. Its attended with Profit, 
Pleaſure, and Honour; and were we 
left in the Hands of our own Wiſhes, | 
to deſire ſomething excellent of God, 
we could not interceed with him for 


any Thing, which is better qualified | ; 


to ſatisfy the Soul, and fill it with | 
Delight, than Thankſgiving is. 6 


If the Duration of any Good is Part j; 


of its Excellency, and if its Worth | 
riſes in Proportion to its Continu- | 
ance; Thankſgiving is much more | 
excellent than moſt human Virtues ; | 
becauſe its Exerciſe will remain, when 
they are uſeleſs. When Faith and 
Hope are ſwallow d up of Sight and 
Fruition ; when the Kingdoms of this 
World ſhall be demoliſhed, and we 
ſhall have no farther Opportunity to 


exerciſe thoſe relative Duties, which 
relate 
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relate to our various Circumſtances, 
Conditions and Dependencies in this 
Life; Thankſgiving ſhall till remain. 
Eternity will not make it Uſeleſs ; 
he but when we are receiv'd into thoſe 
15 Þ Habitations our Saviour has prepar d 
for us, we ſhall join with the Hea- 
it, | venly Choir, in ſinging Halelyabs 
WE | to the Lamb that ſitteth upon the 
ES, | Throne, and ſhall not reſt Day nor 
od, Night, ſaying, Holy, Holy, Holy, 
tor | Lord God Almighty, which was, and 
ied | 55, and is to come. 
ith ' 4 Though we have no p_ 
| Neceſſities upon us at preſent, an 
art live in a full Affluence of all Conve- 
rth | niencies of Life ; yet we are not ſe- 
nu- | cure of their Continuance. Riches 
ore | may make to themſelves Wings, and 
es; away; Friends may prove treache- 
rous, Sickneſs may caſt us down: 
and And, in ſhort, we may be diveſted 
and || of all thoſe Inſtances of Happineſs, 
this | which make us paſs our Days in ] O's 
Wen and Hours in Pleaſure. The World's 
to in a continued Rotation and Change; 
nich] nothing is "_— and, at the beſt, 
2 we 


' 
. 
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are but Tenants at Will, of thoſe Ad- 
vantages, in which we plume and 
pride our ſelves ſo much. God _ 
deprive us of. them all at once ; and, 
we are not certain, but this heavy 
Stroke may come upon us the next 
Moment. | 

If, in the Day of Proſperity, we 
have provd ungrateful, and not re- 
turn d Thanks to the Almighty for 
all his Benefits; with what Confi- 
dence can we beg more, when we are 
reduc'd to a State of Adverſity. So 
that if we are deſirous either to con- 
tinue the happy Condition we are in, 
or to find Help in Time of Need, the 
beſt Method is to be thankful for 
what we enjoy. Experience will 
teach us, the frequentlier we are en- 
gag d in the Exerciſe of this Duty, we 


lay a better Foundation for the ſecu- | 


ring of what we have, with the In- 
creaſe of it, and ſhall find readier 

Aſſiſtance when we are in Want. 
When we ſtand in need of his 
Bounty, we exerciſe every Faculty of 
Soul and Body, till our Prayers are 
heard: 


| ö 
| 
N 
Ls 
9 
} 
4 
4 
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heard: We ſpare no Pains, think no 
Trouble too great, and deſpiſe all 
Diſhculties and Dangers to obtain our 
End. But when our Wiſhes are once 
anſwerd, and we find our ſelves in 


Poſſeſſion of what we fo earneſtly de- 


ſired ; we too quickly forget the Tri- 
bute of Praiſe and Thankſgiving. 
How unjuſt and unreaſonable a Pro- 
ceeding is this? Our Thanks cer- 
tainly ought to keep Pace with our 
Petitions ; and his Praiſes ſhould be 
extolld with the ſame Fervor, we lend 
up our Prayers. Conſider this, ye 
that forget God; and be Wiſe : That 
ye may neither incur the Guilt of 
unthankful Hearts, nor feel the Pu- 
niſhment ; but having perform d due 
Praiſe and Honour to God, ye may 


| paſs the Time of your ſojour ning here 


on Earth in Peace and Tranquility, 
and in the End be receiv'd into the 


Joy and Glory of your Maſter, there 
to abide for ever and ever. 


F 3 CHAP. 
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. 


Preparation before Prayer neceſſary. | 
The Reaſons of it. What to be 
done after Frayer. The Po- 


ſture in which we muſt pray. 


and the Poſture of our Body in Di- 


vine Worſhip, I have purpoſely omit- 


ted ; that T might ſpeak more parti- 
cularly to them in the laſt Place; and 
tho the firſt Two, are not included 
in the Action of Prayer ; yet they 
carry with them a mighty Influence; 
either to promote their Succeſs, or to 
hinder the Advantages we expect 
from them. I ſhall therefore enquire, 


I. What 


HE Preparation, which is to 
go before our Prayers, with 
the Duties that are conſequent to it, 
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I. What Preparation is required 
before we begin to pray. 

IT. What Duties ought to be con- 
ſequent to it. 

III. What Poſture is moſt decent 
and becoming. 


I. What Preparation is required 
before we begin to pray. When we in- 
tend to draw near to God in Prayer, 
it will be found neceſſary to enquire, 
whether we are ſufficiently qualified, 
to come into the more immediate 
Preſence of God ; and in the Condi- 
tion we are in, to approach the Di- 
vine Majeſty. For, 

I. Decency requires ſo much of 
us. Would we run faucily into the 
Preſence of a Prince, without any 
Preparation? How unbecoming is it 
then to approach the Majeſty of Hea- 
ven, in a rude and inſolent Manner ? 
If we behave our ſelves: decently 
before a King, we: may diſguiſe the 
other Part of our Neglect; but the 
Matter is quite otherwiſe with the 
F. 4 Searcher 


a . - 
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Searcher of Hearts, who knows the 
inward Frame, and Diſpoſitions of our 
Souls. | | 

2. Conſider the infinite Diſtance 
that is between God and us; and that 
will forcibly prevail upon us, to pre- 
pare our ſelves, before we venture to 
come before the Throne of Grace. It 
is Solomon's Advice ; Be not raſh with 


thy Month, and let not thine Heart be 


hafly to utter Things before God: For 


God is in Heaven, and thou upon 


Earth. Eccleſiaſtes 5. 2. And it is 
wife Counſel which the Son of Sirach 
gives : Before thou prayeſt, prepare 
thy ſelf, and be not as one that 
tempteth the Lord. 

From hence it appears, that Prepa- 
ration is neceſſary ; the Particulars 
wherein it conſiſts are, 

I. A ſearching our Hearts, whe- 
ther they are rightly diſpoſed to pray. 
The meaneſt Capacity has Knowledge 


enough, to manage an Affair of this 


Nature : For it requires no more Un- 
derſtanding, than to diſtinguiſh be- 
tween the Intenſeneſs of our * 


—— 
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If we ſeck God with greater Dili- 
gence, and prefer his Service to eve- 
ry Thing elſe ; we may conclude, 
that we are diſpos'd rightly to per- 
form this Duty. 

It's very adviſeable, always to main- 
tain a lively Senſe of God's Omniſci- 
ence upon our Souls ; becauſe it will 
make us careful, not to addreſs him, 


without a previous Preparation. To 


allow no Time to recollect our ſelves, 
between the Affairs of this World and 
our Devotions, 1s only to mock God 
by our infolent Behaviour ; and it's 
no wonder that he caſts us from him, 
and refuſes to hear our Supplications. 
A God, who is of purer Eyes than to 
bebold Iniquity, requires us to lift up- 
boly Hands : And, it is plain, we de- 
ſpiſe his Infinite and Almighty Per- 
fections, when we draw near to bim 
wit!) our Lips, while our Hearts are 
far from him; and by our ſinful, and 
unprepared Sacrifice, repreſent him, 
under the Notion, of our own Weak- 
neſs and Infirmity. 


F 5 When- 
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When we find our ſelves thus cold 
and indifterent ; and that we rather 

o to Prayers out of Cuſtom, than 
Pr Conſcience ſake: Let us call in 
all the Aſſiſtance we are able, to in- 
flame our Zeal and Deſire, after this 
heavenly Converſation. Let us do 
our Endeavours, to revive in our 
Souls religious Diſpoſitions, and ho- 
Iy Deſires ; that we may not come 


before the God of our Salvation with 


Lukewarmneſs ; but be ready to join 
with the P/almiſts fervent Declara- 
tion ; as the Hart panteth after the 
Water-Brooks, ſo panteth my Soul after 
#bee, O God. My Soul thirſteth for 
God, for the living God ; when ſhall 
I come and appear Pefure God, Pſalm 
42. 1, 2. 

2. Another Part of Preparation, 1s 
to examine our Conſciences, to ſearch 
deeply into them ; that we may be 
more ready and able to make Con- 


teſſion of our Sins. We muſt en- 


quire into the State of our Soul, 
ſearch into all its Wants and Neceſſi- 


ties, ſee what Gifts and Graces of iS 
S 


re 
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deficient in; what Sins unrepented 
lie hard upon it; that we may be en- 
abled, to proportion our Petitions to 
our Neceſſities; and preſs for Relief 
with a ſuitable Ardor and Devo- 
tion. 

3. The laſt Act of Preparation, is 
to produce in us Fear and Reverence. 
For if theſe Paſſions prevail, when 
we approach an earthly Prince; how 
much more ſhould they affect us, 
when we are going into the more im- 
mediate Preſence of the Lord of all? 
If we paſs over this Part of our Du- 
ty, how juſtly may God expoſtulate 
with us, as he did once with the I/ 
raelites? If T be a Father, where is 
mine Honour ; if a Maſter, where is 
my Fear? 


II. I come to conſider what are 
the Duties conſequent to Prayer. 
The 

1. Of which is, To do our En- 
deavour, to get thoſe Things, which 
we pray for. God has no where 
promis d the End, unleſs we apply 


Our 
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our ſelves diligently to the Means: 
And if we pray to God for thoſe 
good Things, towards the Attain- 
ment of which, we employ no Care ; 
we either expect to be relievd by a 
Miracle, or tempt God. Were we 
truly deſirous , to be happy in the 
Enjoyment, of what we petition for; 
we would to our Prayers, add our 
Endeavour ; and exert every Faculty 
and Power both of Body and Soul 
to accompliſh it. God will aſſiſt them 
who labour after his Graces ; but if 
we are negligent and idle, our Prayers 
will avail us nothing to procure his 
Bleſſings. 

2. Let us avoid thoſe Sins we pray 
againſt ; and not think our Buſineſs is 


over, when we have made an End ef 


our Petitions : But we muſt keep a 
ſtrict Guard and Watch over our 
ſelves, that we offend neither in Word 
nor Deed. Tho' we have broke off 
our immediate Converſation with God, 


we continue in his Preſence ; his Eye 


is always upon us, and every Sin we 
dommit, is a Very: great Impediment 
tO. 
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to our future Prayers. And there- 
fore, the frequent Exereiſe of Prayer, 
is one of the beſt Means to keep us 
from Sin, and to ſpur us on to an 
holy, and a virtuous Courſe of Life. 
It would certainly be of great Ser- 
vice, when we are going to commit 
a Sin; to call to mind, with what 
Earneſtneſs we prayd againſt it. 
When we find Temptations grow 
ſtrong, let us ask our ſelves. theſe 
Queſtions. Am I the Perſon, who 
with ſuch great Shew of Religion, 
entreated Almighty God, to protect 
me from Evil; and ſhall L do this 
great Wickedneſs in his Sight 2 With 
what Aſſurance can J appear before 
God, after I have been guilty of ſuch 
Offences 2- Can I lift up theſe Hands 
to the immaculate Lamb: Or, dare 
J look upon God, with theſe Eyes, 
which take ſo much Delight in Va- 
nity ? 

The Advantage would be very 
great, if we could be prevaild upon, 
to put theſe and ſuch like Queſtions. 
to our Conſciences. Of Neceſſity 

they 
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they would affect our Practice; and 
excite us to endeavour, to be altoge- 
ther ſuch, as we addreſs our ſelves to 
God in Prayer, to make us. 


III. I ſhall conſider in what Po- 
ſture it is propereſt to worſhip God. 
And this is ſubject to great Varieties, . 
being as different, as the ſeveral Ways 
of expreſling the higheſt Degrees of 
Reſpect and Civility, in ſeveral Coun- 
tries. In the Eaſt they proſtrate them- 
ſelves upon the Earth: The Jer 
pray d ſtanding ; and all Nations have 

agreed to uſe that Poſture in their 
Prayers, which expreſſes the greateſt 
Signs of Humility and Reverence. 

Among us Kneeling is a Poſture of 
the greateſt Reſpect ; by it we diſco- | x 
ver the utmoſt Regard, for Perſons in 
the higheſt Stations ; and therefore it 
will be very proper, to uſe the ſame 
Poſture, in our Addreſſes to God. 
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Private PRAYER. 
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MOoRNING PRAYERS. 


As ſoon as you Awake out of Sleep, re- 
. member to be thankful to God, who has 


: preſerv'd you the laſt Night, and ſay, |} 


LORD, as thou haſt awa- 
kend me from Sleep, awa- 
ken my Soul to a Senſe of 

my Sins: Enliven me with they hea- 
venly Grace, that I may W 
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thine for ever: And daily Increaſe in 


thy Holy Spirit more and more, un- 


til I come to thine everlaſting King- 
dom. Amen. 


[ After you are dreſs d, retire into your 
Cloſet, and, having bumbly kneel'd 
down, ſay, | 


Let the Words of my Mouth, and 
the Meditations of my Heart, be al- 
ways acceptable in thy Sight, OLord, 
my Strength and my Redeemer. 


A Prayer that God would hear our 
Prayers ; from the Communion 


Office. 


X Lmighty God, the Fountain of 
| all Wiſdom, who knoweſt my 
Neceſlities before I ask, and my Ig- 
norance in asking; I beſeech thee to 
have Compaſlion upon my Infirmi- 
ties ; and thoſe Things which for my 
.Unworthineſs I dare not, and for my 
Blindneſs I cannot ask, vouchſaſe to 
give me for the Worthineſs of thy 
Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


A Prayer 
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A Prayer for due Preparation to pray. 


A Engin and Eternal God, who 
alone giveſt good Gifts to them 


that ask thee; prepare, I beſeech thee 


my Soul, with thy eſpecial Grace, 
and enliven my Affections, while T 
am proſtrate before thee, and calling 
upon thy Holy Name. Set a Guard 
before my Lips, that J may not ut- 
ter any Thing that is raſh or vain ; 
make me watchful over my Thoughts, 
that I may not offend thee, while I 
am praying for thy Bleſſings. And 
let thy Holy Spirit enable me to 
pray as I ought, and to influence 
and direct all my Devotions. Grant 
this, O Merciful Father, for thy dear 
Son's fake, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. A- 


men, 
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A penitent Confeſſion of Sins, with 
an humble Supplication for Mer- 
cy, and Forgiveneſs : Taken out 
of the Prayers uſed by King 
Willam. 


OST Gracious and Merciful 
God, who art of purer Eyes | 
than to behold Iniquity : I defire to 
humble my Soul before thee, in a | 
deep Senſe of my Vileneſs and Un- 
worthineſs, by reaſon of the many 
Sins and Provocations, which I have 
been guilty of, againſt thy Divine | 
Majeſty : By Thought, Word, and! 
Deed. Feu and evil are the Days of 
thy Servant; but O Lord God to 
whom Mercy belongeth , forgive all | 
the Sins and Follies of my Lite; 
which I do now with Shame and Sor- | 
row confeſs unto thee. | | 
Forgive, O Lord, my Sins of Ig- 
norance and Infirmity , which are 
more than can be numbred ; but 
. all my wiltul Tranſgreſ- 
ſions of thy Holy and Righteous 
Laws ; 
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Laws; and every ſinful and wicked 
Practice, of what Nature and Kind 
ſoever. More particularly, I do with 
great Shame and Confuſion of Face, 
confeſs and lament before thee, from 
whom nothing is hid, that I have 
grievouſly oflended. Here mention 
particular Sins. |] Theſe my Tranſ- 
greſſions, with many more which I 
cannot remember and reckon up be- 
fore thee, are all in thy Sight, O 
Lord, and my molt ſecret Sins in the 
Light of thy Countenance. When I 


look back upon the Errors and Miſ- 
carriages of my paſt Life, and conſi- 
der with my felf what I have done, 
and what I deſerve at thy Hands, my 


Fleſh trembleth for Fear of thee, and 


I am afraid of thy Judgments. I am 
aſhamed, O my God, and I bluſh to 
lift up mine Eyes unto thee, my 
God. Lord, I am vile; what ſhall 
I anſwer thee? I abhor my ſelf, and 


repent in Duſt and Aſhes. 
Make me deeply ſenſible of the 
great Evil of my Sins, and work in 


me an hearty Contrition for them f 
an 
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and let the Senſe of them be more 
grievous to me, than of any other 
Evil whatſoever. Have Mercy upon 
me, O Lord, and according to thy 
tender Mercies forgive all my Tranf- 
greſſions, for the Sake of my Bleſſed 
Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. 


A Prayer for Perſeverance in Ho- 
lineſs. 

O Eternal, and unchangeable Lord 

God, I beſcech thee, to defend 


me from all Errors, that T may not 
fall from my Stedfaſtneſs and Inte- 


grity. Strengthen and confirm in | 


me, whatever good Work thou haft 
begun. Let no Terrors or Flatteries 


of this World, ever draw me from | 


my Obedience ; but grant that T may 
continue ſedfaſt, immgveable, always 


abounding in thy Work, O Lord. 


Let me grow every Day in Righte- 
ouſnels and true Holineſs ; and never 
be weary of well-doing. That when 
I have paſs d from one Degree of 
Virtue to another; when J have 


fought 


od _— , 
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fought the good Fight, and finiſhd my 


Courſe, and kept the Faith; T may 
obtain Glory, and Honour, and Eter- 


nal Life, thro Jeſus Chrift our Lord. 
Amen. 


An humble Interceſſion for all Man- 
kind, 


Bleſſed Lord, whoſe Mercy is 
over all thy Works ; I beſeech 
thee to have Mercy upon all Men. 
Inſtruct the Ignorant, and convert 


thoſe that are in Sin. Look with 


tender Compaſſion upon the univerſal 


Church, and unite all on whom thy 
Name is called to thy ſelf in Purity 
and Holineſs, and to each other in 
| brotherly Love. 


Bleſs thoſe whom thou haſt ſet 


over me in Church and State ; and 
ſo rule their Hearts, and ſtrengthen 
their Hands, that they may neither 


want Will nor Power to puniſh Wick- 


edneſs and Vice, and to maintain. 


thy true Religion and Virtue. Have 
pity on all that are in Affliction : Be 
a Fa- 
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a Father to the Fatherleſs, and plead 
the Cauſe of the Widow : Comfort 
the feeble-minded, ſupport the Weak, 
heal the Sick, relieve the Needy, de- 
fend the Oppreſſed, and adminiſter 
to every one according to their ſeve- 
ral Neceſſities. Let thy Bleſſings reſt 
upon all that are near and dear un- 
to me, and grant them whatſoever 
thou ſeeſt neceſſary, either to their 
Bodies or their Souls. [ Here menti- 
on your Relations, Friends, and Ac- 
quaintance. | Reward all thoſe who 
have done or wiſhed me Good, and 
pardon thoſe who have done other- 
wiſe ; and work in them and me all 
that Good which may render us ac- 
ceptable in thy Sight, thro Jeſus 


Chriſt our Saviour. Amen. 


A Prayer for the KING. 


O Almighty God, King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords, I return 
thee humble Thanks, that thou haſt 
in great Mercy and Compaſſion to 


theſe Nations, filld up the Throne 
with 


Private Prayer. 


119 
with thy Servant, KING GEORGE; 
and haſt made him the ſupreme Head 
and Governor of this Church , next 


under thee. Give him an under» 
ſtanding Heart, and make him wiſe 
as an Angel of Light ; that he may 
do all Things to the Praiſe , and Ho- 
nour, and Glory, of thy Name. 
Proſper all his Counſels, defeat the 
Endeavours of his Enemies ; and 
protect him from all Dangers. Make 
the People of theſe Nations thankful 
for thy continual Preſervation of 


him; and grant, O Lord, that our 
Sins may not provoke thee to ſhorten 
his Days, and to deprive us of fo 


great a Bleſſing. Grant this, O 


Lord, for thy Son's Sake, Jeſus Chriſt. 


Amen. 
A Thankſgiving. 


Moſt gracious Lord and merci- 
ful Father, from hom cometh 


every good and perfect Gift; and 
who haſt taught me, that it is 4 joy- 
ful and pleaſant Thing to be thankful; 


pour 
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pour into my Heart, an earneſt De- 
ſire to render to thee the Tribute of 
thy Praiſe: Inſpire my Soul with de- 
vout Affections to return Thanks un- 
to thy Holy Name for all thy Mer- 
cies vouchſated to me. That as I 
daily receive Bleſſings from thee, fo 
I may daily give thee Thanks, and 
ſhew forth thy Praiſe, not only with 
my Lips, but in my Life ; by giving 
up my ſelf to thy Service, and by 
walking before thee in Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs all my Days, thro' 
Jeſus Chriſt, my Lord and only Sa- 
viour. Amen. 


Our Father which art in Heaven, | 
hallowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom | 


come. Thy Will be done in Earth, as 


it is in Heaven. Give us this Day our | 


daily Bread. And forgive us our 


Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that | 


treſpaſs againſt us. And lead us not 
into Temptation : But deliver us from 
Evil : For thine is the Kingdom, the 
Power, and the Glory, for” ever and 
ever. Amen. 


A Prayer 
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A Prayer for the Divine Acceptance 


N Prayers ; taken out of t he 
mmunion Service. 


A Engng God, who has promi- 
ſed to hear the Petitions of them 
that ask in thy Son's Name, I be- 
ſeech thee mercifully to incline thine 
Ears to me, who have now made my 
Prayers, and Supplications unto thee ; 
and grant that theſe Things which TI 
have faithfully asked according to thy 
Will, may effectually be obtarned, to 


the Relief of my Neceſlity, and to 


the ſetting forth of thy Glory, thro' 


Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


The Grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the Love of God, and 
the Fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt, be 


with me now, and for evermore. 
Amen. 
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EvENING PRAYER. 


A Prayer that God would beflow upon 
ws the Spirit of Devotion.” 


A and everlaſting God, 
who heareſt Prayer, prepare 
my Heart, that J may perform this 
Divine Exerciſe in ſuch a Manner, as 
it may become effectual to the ob- 
taining of that Grace which thou 
knoweſt to be needſul for me. Poſ- 
ſeſs my Soul with a Sacred Awe and 
Veneration, when J appcar at the 
Throne of Grace. Grant me ſuch an 
Attention of Mind, as becomes the 
Importance of theſe Holy Offices. 
Set a Watch over my Soul, that it 
may not be carried away either with 


vain Amuſements, or ſinful En- 


tertainments. Add Zeal and Ardor 
to 
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to all my Devotions, that they may 


be acceptable and well pleaſing in thy 
Sight; and grant that I may never 
ask for eternal Life with Lukewarm- 


neſs and Indifterency. Hear me, O 
merciful Father, for Jeſus Chriſt's 
Sake. Amen. 


[ Here uſe the ſame Confeſion, as in 
the Morning. 


A Prayer of Interceſſion. 


Am not worthy, O Lord, to lift 

up my Hands unto Heaven, or 
to be accounted amongſt the meaneſt 
of thy Servants. But thou art in- 
finitely merciful, and has commanded 
me to pray for all Men. Have Mercy 
therefore, I beſeech thee, upon his 
Sacred Majeſty KING GEORGE, 
his Royal Highneſs George Prince of 
Wales; the Princeſs, their Iſſue, and 
all the Royal Family. Vouchſate 
them thoſe Graces and Bleſſings 
which thou knoweſt they ſtand in 
Need of. Give Grace, O Heavenly 
| G 2 Father 
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Father to all Men, and remember no 
more their Sins and Offences. Ac- 


cept the Prayers of all that truly re- 
pent, and give Grace to the Wicked, 
that they may ſpeedily turn to thee. 


Keep the whole Church in the Fear 


and Obedience of thy holy Name, 
that with one Heart, and one Mind 
we may glorify thee, through Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


Here uſe the Prayer for the KING, 
as in the Morning. 5 


A Thankſeiving, taken out of the 
Prayers uſed by King William. 


Render Thanks unto thee, moſt 


gracious Lord, for innumerable 
Favours conferred upon me, thy poor 
Creature, and-woſt unworthy ; for 
my Being, for- my Reaſon, and for 
all other Powers and Endowments , 
both of Soul and Body ; for thy con- 
tinual Care, and watchful Providence 
over me ; for all the happy Circum- 


ſtances of my Birth . 
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for the pious Care of thoſe who have 
the Charge of me; and for thy mer- 
ciful Preſervation of me. Above all. 
IT adore thy tender Mercy and Com- 


paſſion to me and all Mankind, in 


ſending thine only Son into the World 
to redeem us from Sin and Miſery, 


and by ſuffering in our Stead, to pur- 
chaſe for us eternal Life. 
for the Light of thy glorious Goſpel ; 
for the Knowledge and Senſe of my 


T bleſs thee 


Duty towards thee ; for delivering mc 


from Temptations too hard for me; 


for the Direction, Comfort, and Aſ- 
ſiſtance of thy Holy Spirit; for re- 


ſtraining me by thy Grace, and re- 


claiming me from the ways of Vanity 


and Sin; and for all the gracious 
Communications of thy Goodneſs, © 


whereby thou haſt inclined my Hearr 
to love and fear thee, and enabled 
me in any Meaſure to do thy Will. 


For theſe and all other thy Bleſſings 


and Favours to me, which are more 
than can be numbred; I render unto 
thee, moſt gracious God, all poſſible 
Thanks 
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Thanks and Praiſe by Jeſus Chriſt, 
my bleſſed Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


Ou Father which art in Heaven, 
ballowed be thy Name. Thy Kingdom 
come. Thy Will be done in Earth, as 


it is in Heaven. Give us this Day 


our daily Bread. And forgive us our | 
Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that | 
Treſpaſs againſt us. And lead us not 


into Temptation: But deliver ns from 
Evil For thine is the Kingdom, the 
Power, and the Glory, for ever' and 
ever. Amen. 


[ The Prayer for the Divine Acceptance of 
our Prayers, as in the Morning. 


The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and the Love of God, and the Fel- 
lowſhip of the holy Ghoſt, be with 
me now, and for evermore. Amen. 


A Prayer 
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A Prayer to be uſed when going to 
Bed, taken out of the Evening Ser- 
vice of the Common Prayer. 


1 my Darkneſs, I beſeech 
thee, O Lord, and by thy great 
Mercy defend me from all Peri ls and 


Dangers of this Night, for the Love 
of thy only Son, my Saviour Jeſus 


Chriſt. Amen. 


Eternal Lord, and merciful Fa- 

ther, pardon the manifold Sins 
which I have this Day committed in 
thy Sight : Defend me of thy mer- 
ciful Goodneſs this Night from all 
Dangers, and fave my Body and Soul 
from Deſtruction. Thou art my 
Lord God, in whom alone I truſt; 
have Mercy upon me for thy Mercy 
is great, and grant that I may awake 
from Sleep with ſuch holy Reſolu- 


tions and Deſires, that by the Grace 


and Aſſiſtance of thy holy Spirit, T 
may do all to the Praiſe, and ms 
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and Glory of thy Name, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


I will lay me down in Peace, and 
take my Reſt; for it is thou Lord 
only that makeſt me dwell in Safety. 


Pſaln. 4. 8. | 
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